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NO UNION WITH SLAVEHOLDERS! 


THE U. 8. CONsTIT’TION A COVENANT WITH DEATH 
AND AN AGREEMENT WITH HELL.’ 





EF <‘Yes! it cannot be denied—the slaveholding 
lords of the South prescribed, as a condition of their 
assent to the Constitution, three special provisions to 
secure the ‘perpetuity of their dominion over their 
slaves The first Was the immunity, for twenty years, 
of preserving the African slave trade; the second was 
the stipulation to surrender fugitive slaves—an en- 
gagement positively prohibited by the laws of God, 
delivered from Sinai; and, thirdly, the exaction, fatal 
to the principles of popular representation, of a repre- 
sentation for slaves—for articles of merchandize, under 
the name of persons. . . To call government thus con- 
stituted a democracy, is to insult the understanding of 
mankind. It is doubly tainted with the infection of 
riches and slavery. Its reciprocal operation upon the 
government of the nation is to establish an artificial 
majority in the slave representation over that of the 
free people, in the American Congress, and thereby 
to make the PRESERVATION, PROPAGATION 
AND PERPETUATION OF SLAVERY THE VI- 








TAL AND ANIMATING SPIRIT OF THE NA- 
TIONAL GOVERNMENT.’—Joun Quincy Apams. 
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THE SLAVE CASE. 
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and derision of all good citizens—Boston Daily 
Mail. 


This was a proceeding which will go far to wipe 
out the disgrace which recently came upon Boston 
in the case of *Shadrach’ When Boston takes hold 
of a thing in earnest, it is always put through in 
shape.—Boslon Times. 


We congratulate our readers that the fugitive 
slave case, which has for a week back necessarily 
engrossed so much of our attention as chroniclers of 
passing events, has at length been brought to a con- 
clusion which the great mass of the community will 
pronounce to be just.—T'he pious Traveller. 


It will be seen by an article in another column, 
that the fugitive Sims has been delivered up, and 
conveyed out of the city, without bloodshed, without 
riot, and without even an excitement which could be 
called a disturbance of the peace. This peaceful 
termination of an exciting case is doubtless due, in 
part, tothe judicious ané efficient arrangements of the 
authorities, and partly to the tone of public opinion, 
which has emphatically condemned a resistance to 
the laws. There have not been wanting efforts to 
incite a riot. Incendiary proclamations and addres- 
ses have been scattered broadcast throughout the 
city and State, and exciting speeches, counselling re- 
sistance to the laws, have been made to the crowds 
which these documents had assembled. But, to the 
credit of our city be it said, the disorganizers were 
overawed, and the dignity of the laws and constitut- 
ed anthorities were completely maintained. 

It is perhaps untimely, ere the excitement which 
this case has created has in a measure abated, to ex- 


Sclections. 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


In Senate, March 24, 1851. 
The Joint Special Committee, to which was referred 
so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to 
the subject of Slavery, and to which were also re- 
ferred numerous petitions from the inhabitants of 
the State, praying the Legislature to instruct their 
Senators and to request the Representatives in Con- 
gress to use their endeavors to procure a repeal of the 
‘ Fugitive Slave Law;’ and also numerous other 
petitions praying the Legislature to provide further 
safeguards to protect the citizens in the enjoyment 
of their natural rights, submit the following 


REPORT. 


In his inaugural address, the Governor remarks 
that, ‘in ordinary times, we‘ should omit the dis- 
cussion of topics which are national in their charac- 
ter; but the excitement which has sprung from the 
institution of slavery, and the examination of ques- 
tions connected with it, seem to justify some devia- 
tion from this general policy.’ After alluding to the 
fact, that where slavery ‘ exists, it is regarded as a 
benefit, where it does not exist, it is regarded as an 
evil;’ that ‘one portion of the country has a pe- 
cuniary interest in its existence, equal to many hun- 
dred millions of dollars” and that ‘the other regards 
it asa moral, political, social and industrial evil, 
which dishonors labor and degrades the laborer with- 
in the sphere of its influence,’ his Excellency pro- 
ceeds to say, ‘It may not then be inappropriate to 
consider how far the institution of slavery is a gen- 











press an opinion in relation to the conflicting views 


| 


|mind. Regarding this case as we do, however, asa 


land feelings which have been aroused in the public | &*! subject of legislation, and therefore of general 


| political interest, and how far its existence and re- 


} 


| test of the binding furce of the Constitution and the | sponsibility are local, and the subjects of local legis- 


|laws upon the people of Boston, we cannot but re- 
|mark that pity for the fugitive who is returned to 


lation only.’ 
Again, his Excellency remarks, ‘ A remedy for its 


/thraldom must be mingled in the minds of the order- | injustice or inexpediency must be sought in the legis- 


ly and well disposed, with satisfaction at the triumph 
|of the laws, 
| have carefully perused the proceedings and evidence, 
j entertained a doubt that Sims was a fugitive from 
|labor, within the meaning of the Constitution, and 
that he owed service to the party in whose behalf 
the recent proceedings were instituted. The only 
|important point of difference of opinion was as to 


We presume that few persons who| 


ilative department of the government. And yet 
jagain: * I'he provision of the Constitution on which 
| this law [the act of September 18, 1850,] is based, 
| can never be properly construed, either by Congress 
| or the courts, to endanger the liberties of free citi- 
zens.’ ‘The committee are not quite sure that they 
| understand the full import of the sentence last quot- 


| ; 3 : 
jed, but taken in connection with a declaration on 


| the propriety of delivering him up. One portion of | the same page, to wit, ‘I cannot advise the passage 


| our citizens held that the constitutional obligation to | Of 2»y measure calculated to increase the excite- 


| surrender fugitives conflicted with their feelings ok 


| humanity, and therefore must be disobeyed. Anoth- 
ler portion, probably no less humane, recognised the 
binding force of that obligation, and saw no other 
alternative, in view of the incontestible evidence of 
| the claimant, than to deliver up the fugitive. 

These were the issues which were depending upon 
ithe recent examination. They were regarded as | 
| issues, here, and were viewed in a@ similar light in| 
|other States. The eyes of the whole people of the | 


United States were turned upon Boston, and much | 
janxiety was felt and expressed to learn whether the 
| Constitution and Jaws, or the doctrines and, teach- 
ings of the self-assumed exponents of ‘the higher 
| law,’ would prevail. Asan evidence of the interest 
| which this exciting case has awakened at the South, 
we quote the following remarks which accompany 
the account of the arrest of Sims, in the Savannah 
News: 


| 


‘This case and the proceedings connected with it 
| were known to us during the early part of last week, 
but we refrain from alluding to them publicly, fearing 
that such an allusion might be prejudiciai. The case 
is a very interesting one to the citizens of Savannah, 
and the State of Georgia, as, from its termination, 
they will be able to judge fairly, whether the law will 
or will not be complied with in Massachusetts. Every 
precaution was adopted here ; two of our most distin- 
guished legal gentlemen, eminent for talent and ex- 
perience, were employed in preparing the proper doc- 
uments, so that there remains not the smallest ground 
on which the right of reclamation can be legally or 
honorably resisted.’ 

The issues made have been decided. The citi- 
zens of Boston have, by the surrender of Sims, 
proved their respect for the Constitution: and their 
|obedience to the laws. The impression will no 
longer prevail that Boston is the hot-bed of abolition- 
ism, and that the laws of Congress cannot be enforc- 
ed, even though they conflict, as does that for the 
surrender of fugitive slave with the feeling of 
our citizens. Our city has shown her devotion to 
the Union by complying with that Constitutional 
|compact, the maintenance of which is essential to 

its preservation.— Mercantile Journal. 





In a few minutes, Sims appeared, as bright as a 
; new dollar, escorted by the U.S. Marshal. Three 
| cheers were then given, and he took his place among 
|the distinguished magnates of that great and inter- 
jesting occasion, The order of right-face—march ! 
| was then given by Capt. Adams and the procession 
| moved quietly along, passing dowa Court and State 
jstreets, to Long wharf, atthe end of which was 
Mr. Pearson’s packet brig Acorn, all ready for sea, 
with a steamer alongside, to tow her into the bay— 
the wind strong at the time from the North, and 
cloudy. It was about five o’clock when she took her 
departure from the wharf, carrying the precious treas- 
ure which had been the innocent cause of so much ex- 
citement, to his native shores. ‘The Acorn went off 
in fine style among the blessings of the congrega- 
ted hundreds for her safe arrival at Savannah. Every 
thing was conducted in a peaceable, creditable and 
successful manner; there was no unnecessary noise 
or excitement; the few abolitionists present were 
quiet; and itwasa perfect triumph of Jaw and or- 
der over the minions of misrule, anarchy, and blood- 
shed. And Sims himself, calm as a summer morn- 
ing, appeared to look upon it in that light. 

Nota voice was heard, 

Nor a funeral note, 

As Sims to the cabin was hurried. 





| ment which unhappily exists, even though that excite- 
ment have no just foundation, we are jed to the con- 
clusion that his Excellency does not participate in 
| any fear that the acts of Congress involve any con- 
| sequences dangerous to the freedom of the people. 
But the committee have no desire to go into a 
critical examination of the propositions, inferences 


| or suggestions, contained in that part of the address 


committed to them for consideration. They prefer 
to examine the subject of slavery in the abstract, 
and make such an application of their conclusions 
as they deem pertinent and undeniable. They have 
endeavored to embody their views in as small a com- 
pass as seemed to be consistent with the magnitude 
of a subject which agitates the whole Common- 
wealth; and though they cannot indulge an expecta- 
tion that all their remarks and suggestions will meet 
an unanimous response from the Legislature, they 
yet feel a cheerful confidence in the belief that they 
will receive credit for uprightness of purpose, and an 
honest intention to perform, to the best of their abili- 
ty, a duty, the execution of which they would wil- 
lingly have declined. 

All men owe absolute allegiance to the law of 
God, which is, in its nature, a universal rule of con- 
duct for mankind, laid down by Him. It belongs to 
the nature of man and the nature of God, and de- 
rives its sanction and validity therefrom. It is, ac- 
cordingly, the higher law, and so the standard of all 
other laws. Its design is to promote the welfare of 
al] mankind in general, and of each man in particu- 
lar. 

Human law is, in its natare, a special rule of con- 
duct for the’ people by whom it is enacted, and de- 
rives its origin and acquires its sanction solely from 
the consent of that people who are to be governed 
thereby. The just design of human law is, in gen- 
eral, {o promote the welfare of the nation for which 
it is made, the welfare of all and also of each. Its 
design, therefore, is, in special, two fold, namely, its 
first and primary design is to protect che person in all 
his natural rights, with all that pertains to those 
rights ; the next and secondary design is, to protect 
his properly, with all that rightly pertains thereto, 
These two objects comprise all the functions of hu- 
man law; for the protection of the substance of 
manhood and the attributes thereof, of person and 
property, necessarily involves the protection of the 
right to develop both. 

In regard to the law of God, things may be dis- 
tributed into three classes, namely :—first, such as 
are absolutely right ; second, such as are absolutely 
wrong; and third, such as are neither absolutely 
right nor absolutely wrong, but morally indifferent. 
It is moral to do the first, immoral to do the second ; 
to do the third is neither directly moral nor immoral, 
but only expedient or inexpedient. 

It is plain that human law cannot alter the natural 
relations of things, nor make right wrong, or wrong 
right, or things indifferent either right or wrong. 
Laws, therefore, are only declaratory of the inten- 
tions of the law makers, who therein lay down a 
practical rule of conduct, but can no more alter 
right and wrong than the mariner can alter the posi- 
tion of the stars by which he steers his vessel. Of 
course, then, as it is the natural duty of man to do 
the right and avoid the wrong, it is plain that human 
law is, morally valid and obligatory only so far as it 
declares the right to be the rule of conduct, and is, 
morally, invalid and of no obligation, just so far as it 
declares the wrong to be the rule of conduct. Other- 
wise, allegiance to the State would transcend allegi- 
ance to God, and the statutes of men be superior to 





Marsha] Devens, Marshal Tukey, and their brave 
associates ig arms, having taken a farewell look at 
the scenes before them—at the brig on her way re- 
| joicing, in tow of a powerful steamer—turned to the 
| right about, and marched up Long wharf again, as 
| quietly as though nothing had happened.— Boston 
Catholic Pilot. 





Benevorence.—It is surprising to witness the 
benevolent feeling, mixed with excessive pity, for 
the fugitive slave Sims, on account of his being 
held in confinement in our court house with every 
want supplied. Where were these wonderful philan- 
thropists a month since, when a citizen, a respecta- 
ble man, was incarcerated in Leverett street jail for 
no other reason than being unable to pay his debts ? 
and who sickened and died within the massive walls 
of that jail, Did they come forward, like the Good 
Samaritan, and administer to the spiritual or temporal 
wants in the dying hour of this poor and forsaken 
individual? No; he was apparently not in all their 
thoughts. Alas! he was a while man! — Boston 
Christian {! ! 1] Observer. 


Thus has the mg been vindicated, however dis- 
tasteful (!) it may be to nearly all our citizens.— 
Bost I ‘stian Revi 
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the eternal law of the infinite God,—a proposition, 
which is absurd in its substance, and impious in its 
iform. But if the human statute represents the right, 
| then it is so far identical with the natural law of God, 
| and is, accordingly, valid and obligatory. Thus 
| human Jaws derive all their moral validity and obli- 
| gation from their conformity to the natural law of 
God; so natural right or justice is, and ought to be, 
the ultimate standard-measure of all human laws in 
general, and to that standard all human laws are 
amenable. ; 
The Constitution of the United States is, in its 
nature, a particular rule of conduct, to be observed 
in the governing of the people by their officers, legis- 
lative, judiciary and executive ; aceordingly, it is@ 
conventional and secondary standard-measure of the 
laws made by the people. Accordingly, as it is @ 
moral duty that all human laws be made conforma- 
ble to the right,—else they are morally invalid and 
void by nature,—so it is a constitutional obligation 
to make the laws of the United States conformable 
to the Constitutio: i are constitutionally 


invalid by agreement. Laws of the United States 
are therefore amenable to the Constitution. 

The design of the Constitution is thus declared by 
the people of the United States in the preamble to. 
that document, namely: ‘To form a more perft 
union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, 





provide for the common defence, promote the gen- 
eral welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to 
ourselves and our posterity.’ 

These words, which thus state the design, seem 
to be the constitutional standard-measure of all 
other provisions of the Constitution itself; for the 
end aimed at is one thing, the means to obtain that 
end another. This design is identical with that of 
the lav of God and of all just human law, only some 
of the particulars which belong to human welfare 
are distinctly specified in the preamble. 

The Constitution then proceeds to lay down cer- 
tain particular rules of conduct for the nation in or- 
ganizing its ideas into institutions, and for adminis- 
tering those institutions. Some of these provisions 
or particular rules conform to the law of God, and to 
the general design of human laws and the special 
design of the Constitution. Some are incegsistent 
with all these. Your committee respectfully set 
forth that they are decided in their conviction, that 
the institution of slavery, as it existed in the confed- 
erated colonies at the adoption of the Constitution, 
and has ever since unhappily continued to survive, is 
utterly inconsistent with the natural law of God, 
with the general design of all just human laws, and 
with the special design of the Constitution as set 
forth in the preamble thereto, as it is notorious that 
this institution is, and has ever been, inconsistent 
with the express words of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. But though the committee have no hesi- 
tation in declaring their conviction that the provis- 
ions in the Constitution, sustaining slavery, directly 
conflict with the natural duty which men owe to 
their fellow men, and with the natural allegiance 
which all men owe to the Divine law, yet they do 
not forget their obligations to the Constitution, and 
their allegiance to their country and the govern- 
ment which it has established. If these provisions 
sustaining slavery be complied with, and the com- 
pliance be enforced by penal jaws, it should he dis- 
tinctly stated that the compliance is rendered, not 
because it is morally right, but because it is techni- 
cally legal ; nay, technically legal while it was abso- 
Jutely wrong, and contrary to the avowed design of 
the Constitution as set forth in the preamble. And 
though the citizen may, by the conventional rules of 
society, be excused for obedience to unjust laws; 
though individuals may believe it patriotic to assist 
in carrying into effect such laws, yet those who enacl 
them and enforce a compliance by penalties from 
which no citizen who violates them can hope to es- 
cape, and those also who volunteer in the execution 
of them, will hardly be acquitted before that Tri- 
bunal, which ultimately deals out retribution accord- 
ing to the law which every intelligent man feels to 
be divine, irrevocable and eternal. 

In obedience to what the committee supposed to 
be expected or demanded of them, by the order 
referring to their consideration so much of the Gov- 
ernor’s Address as relates to slavery, they could do 
no less thanstate these general conclusions; but of 
that matter they have nothing further to say, and so 
they betake themselves to the consideration of some | 
particular provisions of the Constitution. 

The Constitution provides, 


I. That ‘the right of the people to be secur: in 
their persons, houses, papers and effects, against un- 
reasonabie searches and seizures, shall not be violated.’ 
[| Amendments Art. iv.] 

II. ‘That ‘ the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus 
shall not be suspended, unless when, in cases of rebel- 
lion or invasion, the public safety may require it.’ 
[Art. i. § 9, 7 2. 

Ill. 1. ‘The trial of all crimes, except in cases of 
impeachment, shall be by jury.’ [Art. iii. § 2, 7 3.] 

2. In suits at common law, when the value in con- 
troversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial 
by jury shall be preserved.’ [ Amendments, Art. vii.} 

3. *No person shall be deprived of life, liberty or 
property, without due process of law.’ [Amendment, 
Art. V. 

IV. ‘The judicial power of the United States shall 
be vested in one supreme court, and in such inferior 
courts as the Congress may, from time to time, ordain 
and establish. The judges, both of the superior and 
inferior courts, shall hold their offices during good 
behavior, and shall, at stated times, receive for their 
services a compensation which shall not be diminished 
during their continuance in office.’ Art. iii. § 1. 

Your committee will now examine the Fugitive 
Slave Law, trying it by the several standards above 
referred to, both general and special. 


The Fugitive Slave Law is, in its nature, a special 
rule of conduct, to be followed in reducing to slave- 
ry certain persons alleged to have fled from it, and 
for punishing such as aid them, in their escape. Its 
design is, primarily, to reduce men to slavery ; that 
is, to remove them from the condition of men to the 
condition of mere cHATTELS ; and, secondarily, to 
punish all such as aid them to remain in the condi- 
tion of men, and hinder them from being forced into 
the condition of mere chattels. 

Your committee cannot resist the conclusion that 
this law, in its nature and its design, is, in general, 

jainly hostile to the law of God, and to the design 
of all just human law. We regard the Fugitive 
Slave Law, therefore, as morally,—not legally, but 
morally,—invalid and void; and though binding on 
the conduct, no more binding on the conscience of 
any man than a law would be, which should com- 
mand the people to enslave all the tall men or all the 
short men, and deliver them up on claims, to be held 
in bondage forever ; for the committee can see no 
inoral difference between enslaving a white man and 
a black one, or a fugitive and one always free. 

But this jaw is also plainly at variance vith the 
design of the Constitution, as set forth in ts own 
language before quoted. Tous the whole statute 
appears unconstitutional, not merely technicslly and 
in its details, but unconstitutional universally and in 
the highest degree, as tending to defeat the 2»urposes 
of the Constitution itself. On this point, 10wever, 
we will not dwell. 

But the Committee regard the Fugitive Slave 
Law not only as unconstitutional in genral, and 
with regard to its design, but specially, as compared 
with some of the provisions of the Constituson itself. 

I. It subjects the people to ‘ unreasonabe search- 
es and seizures,’ and thus violates their rizht ‘to be 
secure in their persons’; for any man may be arrest- 
ed on the affidavit of any other man sweiring that 
he is a slave, and be sent into bondage by he act of 
a single commissioner. We have alreadyseen free 
men thus seized and hurried off to slaver’. 

II. It annuls and makes useless ‘the prvileges of 
the writ of habeas corpus.’ We learn fron the opin- 
ion of the Attorney General, that it does sot do this 
in form, but it does it, substantially, and ix fact. 

If. Ittakes away ‘the right of trial by jury’ from 
the alleged fugitive, and that in a mater of the 
greatest importance, thus depriving him ¢f liberty, 
which is of more value than or Ife, ‘ with- 
out due process of law. The fugitive # not tried 
for his liberty ‘ by his peers or the law of the land,’ 
eye cnr enr pare ary eanee veer 

e jury, represent the ‘country, yeople 
their human thy towards men, and their per- 
sonal duty temmaie Salk; bat who is a mere official 
agent of government, representing only the will of 
the men in power, whose creature he is, and at 
whose caprice he may be j 

Then, too, as if this was not enough, the trial 





must be conducted in ‘a summary manner.’ [Fugi- 


tive Slave Law, sec. 6.] The committee will not 
undertake to point out what a ‘summary manner’ is, 
bat they submit that it is not ‘due process of law’ ; 
for, without repeating what they have before said, 
the trial of an issue so important is not necessarily a 
public one, but the commissioner may try the alleged 
fugitive in the cellar of his house, and at midnight, 
allowing the miserable man no counsel to aid him, 
and with no witness but the slave-hunter and the of- 
ficials and creatures of government. Even this is 
notall. For, 

IV. The commissioner is not a man vested by the 
Constitution, as cited above [Art. iii, sec. 1,] with 
‘the judicial power of the United States? he is not 
a ‘judge, ‘ holding office during good behavior, but 
only a commissioner, removable at the pleasure of 
the men who appointed him. Nor is this all; but 
the law, not content with subjecting the alleged fu- 
gitive to ‘unreasonable seizure,’ with depriving him, 
substantially, of the benefit of ‘the privilege of the 
writ of habeas corpus, withholding ‘the right of 
trial by jury,’ by ‘due process of law, and before 
the ‘judicial power of the United States, goes fur- 
ther, and offers a bribe to the commissioner to decide 
against liberty, and in favor of bondage. The act 
gives to the commissioner an incitement to decide 
against his victims, by offering him a ‘fee of ten dol- 
lars’ if he enslaves his victim, and only ‘a fee of 
five dollars, if he decides the other way! To the 
committee, this provison appears atrocious ; it holds 
outa premium for legal wickedness. We are amaz- 
ed that any one should deem it constitutional. It 
would be a parallel in legislation to provide that, in 
capital trials, the judges should have a hundred dol- 
lars a-piece for each man they should hang, and only 
fifty when the man should fe acquitted, and that 
the jury should be paid twice as much for the men 
they found guilty as for those they found not guilty. 

These are the chief constitutional objections which 
the committee bring against the Jaw; but besides 
these, we think it needlessly severe in other particu- 
lars against the alleged fugitive, and such as allow 
him the smallest shelter. It provides that if any 
one ‘shall aid, abet, or assist such a person so ow- 
ing service or labor as aforesaid, directly or indi- 
rectly, to escape from such claimant, ‘he shall, for 
either of said offences, be subject to a fine not ex- 
ceeding one thousand dollars, and imprisonment not 
exceeding six months,” and ‘shall moreover forfeit 
and pay, by way of civil damages,’ ‘ the sum of one 
thousand dollars for each fugitive so lost.’ [Sec. 7. 
We are astonished at such penalties denounce 
against an act of mercy, which common humanity 
prompts, and religion commands. 

But, leaving these and all the previous objections 
to this law, the committee are of opinion that Con- 


| gress has no constitutional power to legislate on this 


matter. The power of Congress to make this law, 
and the previous act of 1793, are claimed under the 
following provision of the Constitution :—‘ No person 
held to service or labor in one State, under the laws 
thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence 
of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from 
such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on 
claim of the party to whom such service or labor is 
due.” [Art. iv. §2, 13.] We will prefer to puta 
single ambiguity ;—by whom shall he ‘be delivered 
up’? It must be, first, by the people acting jointly or 
severally ; or, secondly, by the State to which he has 
escaped ; or, thirdly, by the federal government. The 
Supreme Court have decided in favor of the fed- 
eral government; but the committee think that 
this function of delivering up constitutionally be- 
longs to the individual States to which the fugitive 
may have escaped. The committee are happy to 
have on their side the opinion of so celebrated an 
‘Expounder of the Constitution’ as Mr. Webster, 
who says, in his speech of March 7, 1850—‘I always 
thought that the Constitution addressed itself to the 
legislatures of the States, or to the States themselves.’ 
‘It seems to me that the import of the passage is, 
that the State itself shall cause him [the fugitive] to 
be delivered up.’ Rpt 

The committee find the same opinion, in a report 
made by the committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives of Massachusetts, in 1837, 
which says—‘That no general authority upon the 
subject of slavery, or upon a subject which shall 
draw this after it as an incident, is anywhere given 
to the general government.’ (House document, 
1837, No. 51, p. 15. &c.] 


Considering this law as unjust in its nature, wrong 
in its principle, hostile to the designs of all just hu- 
man laws; deeming it in the highest degree uncon- 
stitutional, in general and in detail, we do not hesi- 
tate to declare that we consider it an infamous and 
wicked statute, a law not fit to be made and not fit 
to be kept. It is a disgrace to the age we live in, 
a reproach to the nation which glories inthe name 
of democracy, and a foul shame to the people that 
professes a religion, whose great practical rule of 
conduct is, to ‘do unto others as we wish them to 
do to us.” Your Committee lack time, as well as 
language, to express the abhorrence and loathing 
which they feel for this law. Yet it is the law of the 
land, not officially declared unconstitutional, Un- 
constitutional as we believe it, inhuman and wicked 
as it unquestionably is, it is still a law, and forci- 
ble resistance to it is a legal misdemeanor. Its re- 
sults are most disastrous. The innocent citizens, 
who have fled from slavery and found a home, and 
reared families among us, are forced to flee, and 
to seek in a monarchy an asylum from the injustice 
and cruelty of a republic! They flee for liberty 
from America to England! A queen’s diadem pro- 
tects Christian men from the slaye-driver’s whip, ten- 
der women from a master’s lust, and new born babes 
from his thirst for gold. The slaveholder profanes the 
soil of Massachusetts, seeking whom he may devour. 
His presence spreads terror among the colored peo- 
ple of our State. He is a hawk among doves—a 
wolf, a hyena, among lambs. It is with deep mor- 
tification your Committee confess, that persons are 
found in this city, who consent to sel) their profes- 
sional services to the base purpose of enslaving 
men;—that among them are found persons whom 
this Commonwealth has honored with the commis- 
sion of justice of the peace, men who trample under 
foot our own Constitution, in their efforts to enforce 
this wicked law. We confess we deem it no less a 
crime against nature and humanity to enslave a fu- 
gitive than to steal a free man. To our jadgment, 
the illegal kicuapper on the coast of Africa, and the 
legal man-hunter in Boston, belong to the same class 
of felons. They differ, however, specifically, and we 
think the native species far worse than the foreign 
felon, whom all Christian governments, and our own 
among the number, have denounced as a pirate. We 
say this advisedly. We have studied the action, 
have analyzed its motives, and have examined its 
excuses. But. while we gladly fold the mantle of 
charity over the shame of men, whom poverty and 
ignorance conduct to crime, we.can find no 
tion for the hideous spectacle of citizens of Massa- 
chusetts, SS officers in her va a. 
very city of the Pilgrims, seeking to enslave a 
= fn ai Figg eyes from a spectacle so ghastly 
and dis, u 

The committee deem it important to recall to the 
memory of the i some of the resolves 
that have been passed by our predecessors. 





On the 6th of April, 1639, the Legislature passed 


a resolve, declaring ‘that it isa paramount duty of 
Massachusetts to protect her citizens in the enjoy- 
ment and exercise of all the right to which, by virtue 
of their citizenship, they are entitled.’ 

On the 23d of March, 1840, a preamble, setting 
forth the moral and social as well as the political 
and national evils of slavery in the District of Co- 
Jumbia, and of the slave-trade between the several 
States, and the following resolutions, were adopted : 


Resolved, That Congress ought to exercise its ac- 
knowledged power in the immediate suppression of 
slavery and the slave trade in the District of Colum- 
bia. And whereas, by the Constitution of the United 
States, Congress has the power to regulate com- 
merce with foreign nations, and between the several 
States of the Union; and whereas, a domestic slave- 
trade, as unjustifiable in principle as the African slave- 
trade, and scarcely less cruel and inhuman in prac- 
tice, is now carried on between the several States,— 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the domestic slave trade between 
the several States ought to be abolished by Congress, 
without delay. 

Resolyed, That no new State ought to be admitted 
into the Union, whose Constitution shall tolerate do- 
mestic slavery. 

February 27, 1847. Resolved, unanimously, That 
the Legislature of Massachusetts views the existence 
of human slavery within the United States as a great 
calamity, an immense moral and political evil, which 
ought to be abolished as soon as that end can be pro- 
perly and constitutionally attained, and that its ex- 
tension should be uniformly and earnestly opposed 
by all good and patriotic men throughout the Union. 


February 27, 1849. That slavery ought not to ex- 
ist in the District of Columbia, and that it is the duty 
of Congress to devise the most just, practicable and 
expeditious mode of abolishing the same. 


On the Ist day of May, 1850, it was 


Resolved, We hold it to be the duty of that body 
[Congress] to pass such laws in regard thereto [the de- 
livering up of fugitive slaves] as will be sustained by the 
public sentiment of the free States where such laws 
are to be enforced, and which shall especially secure 
to all persons whose surrender may be claimed as 
having escaped from labor and service in other States, 
the right of having the validity of such claim deter- 
mined by a jury, in the State where such claim is 
made. 

Resolved, That the people of Massachusetts, in 
the maintenance of these their well-known and in- 
variable principles, expect that their officers and rep- 
resentatives will adhere to them at all times, on all 
occasions, and under all circumstances. 


The committee have made careful inquiries as to 
what remedies for the present evils are in the power 
of the Legislature of Massachusetts, and what means 
we have for protecting the rights of our citizens 
against invasion, by persons acting under the authori- 
ty of the Fugitive Slave Law. In 1842, the Supreme 
Court of the United States, in the ‘ Prigg case,’ de- 
clared that ‘ Every State is perfectly competent, and 
has the exclusive right, to prescribe the remedies in its 
own judicial tribunals, to limit the time as well as 
the mode of redress, and to deny jurisdiction over 
cases, which its own policy and its own institutions 
either PROHIBIT OR DISCOUNTENANCE. And again, 
the court, in the same case, say: ‘ the States cannot 
be compelled to enforce them |the provisions for the 
surrender of fugitives from labor;] and it might 
well be deemed an unconstitutional exercise of the 
power of interpretation, to insist that the States are 
bound to provide means to carry into effect the 
duties of the national government nowhere delegat- 
ed or intrusted to them by the Constitution” And 
again, the court says, alluding to the powersin the 
act of 1793, conferred upon State magistrates,— As 
to the authority conferred upon State magistrates, 
while a difference of opinion has existed, and may 
exist still, on the point in different States, whcther 
State magistrates are bound to act under it; none is 
entertained by this court, that State magistrates may, 
if they choose, exercise that authority, UNLESS 
PROHIBITED BY STATE LEGISLATION,’ 
(Prigg, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 16 Peters, 
R. 614, 615, 622.) 

This decision not only frees the individual States 
from all action in the matter; but expressly recogni- 
zes the power of the States to prohibit all action by 
its officers under the acts of Congress. According- 
ly, Massachusetts, soon after, in 1843, enacted the 
statute well known as the ‘ Latimer law,’ and made 
it penal for any of her officers to aid in the capture 
or detention of any person claimed as a fugitive 
rslave. The use of our jails for the detention of such 
fugitives was also forbidden, under severe penalties. 
But as that statute requires some some slight modi- 
f cation, and as further legislation seems also desira- 
ble to meet the present emergency ; and as the insti- 
tution of slavery is recommended 9s an appropriate 
subject for the consideration of the Legislature, by 
His Excellency the Governor, the committee recom- 
mend the enactment of the accompanying Bill, and 
the passage of the subjoined Preamble and Re- 
solves. For the Committee, 

JOS. T. BUCKINGHAM, Chairman. 


a ee 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred & Fifty-One. 


RESOLVES CONCERNING SLAVERY. 


Resolved, That Massachusetts affirms anew her 
hostility to slavery, and her devotion to the Union; 
that, inspired by these cherished sentiments, she 
longs for harmony among the different parts of our 
common country; but she cannot conceal the eon- 
viction, that this can be nelly and permanently secur- 
ed only by the overthrow of slavery, so far as the 
same can be constitutionally done, everywhere with- 
in the jurisdiction of the national government; that 
the free States may be relieved from all responsibili- 
ty therefor, so that freedom, instead of slavery, shall 
become national, and slayery, instead of freedom, 
become sectional. ; 

Resolved, That Massachusetts protests against 
the Fugitive Slave Law as alien to the spirit of the 
Constitution, destructive of rights secured by that 
instrument, hostile to the sentiments of Christianity, 
and abhorrent to the feelings of the people of this 
Commonwealth ; that such a law will naturally fail 
to secure that support in the heart and conscience of 
the community, without which, any law must sooner 
or later become a dead letter. 

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be 
requested to transmit a copy of these resolves to 
each of our Senators and Representatives in Con- 

to be by them laid before their respective 
ore <: 

ie Accompanying this Report and these Resolves 
was ‘An Act in addition to an Act further to protest 
Personal Liberty,’ which we have already published. 
It provides—among other things—for a trial by jury 
in every instance in which a person is arrested in this 
Commonwealth as a fugitive from slavery—end makes 
it the duty of the district attorneys, whenever any 
such arrest is made, to use all lawful means to pro- 
tect, defend, and procure to be discharged, every such 
person so arrested or claimed—ae, fm 
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From the Dedham Gazette. 
THEODORE PAREER’S FPAST-DAY 
SERMON. 


In the midst of the excitement attendant upon the 
trial and return of Sims, the Fugitive Slave, this Ser- 
mon was preached at the Melodeon, in Boston. The 
occasion and the preacher naturally led us to expect 
an outpouring of indignant and thing eloquence, 
refreshing to those whose spirits had been mortified 
and saddened by the deeds of inhuman depravity and 
unutterable baseness, which have secured to Boston, 
and 2 portion of the creatures which pollute its eoil, 
an immortality of scorn and infamy. But the effort of 
Mr. Parker surpassed even the highest expectations. 
He has carved with instruments of keener edge and 
harder metal, and painted with bloodier and more 
terrible colors than ever before. George T. Curtis, 
the minion and tool of the slaveholders, set up at 
mid-day in the blazing sun, with his naked flesh 
stuck full of poisoned arrows, and his vile blood ooz- 
ing from every wound. writhing amid the jeers and 
taunts of an outraged populace, ready and eager to 
tear him limb frein limb, would not present a picture 
more terribly real and abhorrent to the senses, than 
he does as he appears in the following destroying 
and consuming sentences which we extract from this 
discourse. Could he exchange the sensations and 
heart of the kidnapper for the more civilized and 
humanized affections and dispositions of the hyena, 
he would gaze but a moment in the mirror which is 
thus held up to him, and then take himself forever 
from the sight and execration of mankind. The 
whole sermon is published in the weekly Common- 
wealth, and it contains matter and argument enough 
to convert everybody, worth converting, in the Com- 
monwealth. The following portrait will answer 
both for Hallet and Curtis. The memories of these 
miscreants will be preserved as long as the senti- 
ments of detestation and scorn shal] occupy a place 
in the human breast. 








‘Last Thanksgiving day, I said it would be diffi- 
cult to find a magistrate in Boston to take the odiam 
of sending a fugitive back to slavery. I believed, af- 
ter all, men had some conscience, although they 
talked about its being a duty to deliver up a man to 
bondage. Pardon me, my country, that I rated you 
too high! Pardon me, town of Boston, that I thought 
your citizens all men! Pardon me, Jawyers, that I 
thought you had all been born cf mothers! Pardon 
me, ruffians, who kill for hire! I thought you had 
some anima] mercy left, even in your bosoms ! Par- 
don me, United States Commissioners, Marshals, and 


the like, [ thought you all had some shame! Par- 
don me, ty hearers, for such mistakes. One Com- 
missioner was found to furnish the warrant! Par- 


don me, I did not know that he was a Commissioner ; 
if I had, 1 never should have said it! 

Spirits of Tyrants, I look down to you! Shade of 
Cain, thou grent first murderer, forgive me that I for- 
got your power, and did not remember that you were 
arent of so longa line! And you, my brethren, if 
Sonsaihie I tell you that there is any limit of mean- 
ness or wickedness which a Yankee will not jump 
over, distrust me, and remind me of this day, and I 
will take it back! 

Let us look at the public conduct of any Com- 
missioner who will send an innocent man from Bos- 
ton into slavery. [ would speak of all men charita- 
bly, for I know how easy it is to err, yea to sin. I 
can look charitably on thieves, prowling about in 
darkness—on rumsellers, whom poverty compels to 
crime—on harlots, who do the deed of shame that 
holy woman’s soul abhors and revolts; I can pity 
the pirate, who scours the seas doing his fiendish 
crimes—he is tempted, made desperate, by a gradual 
training in wickedness. ‘The man born at the South 
owning slaves, who goes to Africa, and sells adul- 
terated rum in exchange for men to sell at Cuba—I 
cannot understand the consciousness of such a man; 
yet Lcan admit that by birth ond by breeding he has 
become imbruted, he knows no better. Nay, even 
that he may perhaps justify his conduct to himself.— 
I say I think his sin is not so dreadful as that of a 
Commissioner in Boston, who sends a man into sla- 
very. A man commits a murder, inflamed by jeal- 
ousy, goaded by desire of great gain, excited by fear, 
stung by malice, or poisoned by revenge, and ’tis a 
horrid thing. But to send a man into slavery is worse 
than to murder him. I would rather be slain than 
enslaved. To do this, inflamed by no jealousy, goad- 
ed by no desire of great gain— only ten dollars !—ex- 
cited by no fear, stung by no special malice, poison- | 
ed by no revenge—I cannot comprehend that in any | 
man, not even in a hyena; beasts that rave for blood 
do not kill for killing’s sake, but to feed their flesh. 
Forgive me, oh! ye wolves and hyenas, that I bring 
you into such company. I can only understand it in 
a devil! 

When a man bred in Massachusetts, whose Con- 
stitution declares that ‘all men are born free and} 
equal? within sight of Faneuil Hall, with all its sa-} 
cred memories ; within two hours of Plymouth Rock;| 
within a single hour of Concord and Lexington; in} 
sight of Bunker Hill—when he will do such a deed, | 
it seems to me that there is no life of crime long 
enough to prepare a man for such a pitch of depray- | 
ity ; | should think he must have been begotten in 
sin, and conceived in iniquity, and been born ‘ with a 
dog’s head on his shoulders, that the concentration 
of the villany of a whole generation of scoundrels 
would hardly be enough to fit a man for a deed like 
this! 

You know the story of Sms. He crept on board 
a Boston vessel at Savannah, Perhaps he had heard 
of Boston, nay, even of Faneuil Hall, of the old Cra- 
dle of Liberty, and thought this was a Christian town, 
at least human, and hoped here to enjoy the liberty 
of a man. When the ship arrived here, his first 
words were— Are we up there ? He was seized 
by a man who at the Court House boasted of his cru- 
elty towards him, who held him by the hair, and kept 
him down, seeking to kidnap and carry him back into 
slavery. He escaped! 

But a few wecks pass by, the man-stealers are 
here ; the Commissioner issues his warrant ; the Mar- 
shal served it in the night. Last Thursday night— 
when odious beasts of prey, that dare not face the 
light of Heaven, prow! through the woods—these ruf- 
fians of the law seized on their brother man. They 
lie to the bystanders, and seize him on a false pre- 
tence. There is their victim—they hold him fast.— 
Can you understand his feelings? Let us pass by 
that. His ‘trial’! Shall I speak of that? He has 
been five days on trial for more than life, and has 
not seen a judge! A jury? No. Only a Commis- 
sioner! Oh justice! Oh Republican America! Is 
this the liberty of Massachusetts ! 

Where shall I finda parallel with men who will do 
such a deed ; do it in Boston ? I will open the graves 
and bring up the most hideous tyrants from the dead ! 
Come, brood of monsters! let me bring you from the 
deep damnation of the graves wherein your hated 
memories continue for all time their never ending 
rot. Come, birds of evil omen, come, ravens, vul- 
tures, carrion crows, and see the spectacie : come see 
the meeting of congenial souls! I will disturb, dis- 
quiet, and bring up the greatest monsters of the hu- 
manrace! ‘Tremble not, women ; tremble not, chil- 
dren; tremble not, men! They are al! dead ; they 
cannot harin you now! ' 

Come hither, Herod the wicked. Thou that didst 
seek after that young child's life, and destroyedst the 
Innocents! Let me look on thy face! No; go! 
Thou wert a Heathen! Go lie with the innocents 
thou hast massacred. Thou art too good for this 
company ! 

Come, Nero! Thou awful Roman Emperor!— 
No—thou wast drunk with power; schooled in Ro- 
man depravity. Thou hadst, besides, the example 
of thy fancied gods. Go and wait another day. | 
will seek a worse man. 

Come hither, St. Dominic ! come Torquemada !— 
fathers of the Inquisition! Merciless monsters, seek 
your equal here! No; pass by! You are no com- 
panions forsuch men as these!” Yon were the ser- 
vants of atheistic Popes and cruel Kings. Go to, 
and get you gone. Another time [may have work 
for you—not now; jie there and persevere to rot. 
You are not yet quite wicked enough for this com- 
parison, Go, get ye gone, lest the sun turn back at 
the sight of ye. 

Come up, thou heap of wickedness—George Jef- 
fries !—thy hands deep purple with the blood of thy 
murdered fellow-men! Ah, I know thee, awful and 
accursed shade! ‘Two hundred years after thy death 
ener hate thee still, and not without cause! Let 
me jook upon thee! I know thy history. Pause, 
and be still, while I teil it to these men. 

Brothers, George Jeffries * began in the sedition 
line.’ * There was no act, however bad, that he 
would not resort to, to get on.” ‘He was of boldas- 
pect, and cared not forthe countenance of any man.’ 
*He became the avowed and unbdlushing slave of 
te court, and the bitter persecutor and unappeasable 
enemy of the principles he had before supported.’ 
* He was universally insolent and overbearing.’ * As 
a Judge, he did not consider the decencies of his 

t, nor did he so mach as affect to be impartial as 
Pecame a Judge.’ He was a Commissioner in 1685. 

















of those ‘bloody assizes’ which he held, 
tod weg sent to execution three bundred and 
twenty persons in a single circuit. 





his victims.’ Yet a man wrote that ‘a 
the worst of the English Judges. 


he did not devotedly and recklessly 
self’ ‘During the Stuart reigns, 


for the sake of Court favor, a 
of law, the precepts of religion, 


Jeffries.’ 
Such is his history. ° 
Come, shade of a judicial 
dred years thy name has been 


butcher! 


mankind! Let us see how 
those who kidnap men in Boston. 


such they be! 


a slave, to Him that made him a man. 
thou shudder? Thou turn back ? 


with hunters of the slave! 
ough ! 


birth! 
for two pounds! I will not rank thee with men who 
in Boston, for ten dollars, would enslave a negro 
now! 

Rest still, Herod! Be quiet, Nero! Sleep, St. 
Dominic, and sleep, Torquemada, in your fiery jail! 


which seeks, with Christian charity, to hide your 
hated bones! 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


Boston, April 11, 1851. 
Hon. Danren WEBSTER: 

Dear Str—There is a general desire among your 
fellow-citizens of Boston and its vicinity, irrespec- 
tive of party attachments, or party considerations, to 
avail themselves of the opportunity afforded, by your 
visit among them, to manifest to you their high re- 
spect for your public services; and particularly it is 
their wish to give expression to their deep feeling 
of obligation for the power, ability, and patriotic de- 
votion which you have brought to the defence of the 
union of these States, when that union has been 
so assailed by misguided and reckless men in dif- 
ferent sections of the country, as to excite the most 
painful apprehensions for its continued blessings, 
and even for its very existence. 

For the purpose of gratifying this general desire, 
the undersigned respectfully invite you to meet your 
fellow-citizens in Faneuil Hall, at such time before 
your return to Washington, as may best comport 
with your convenience. 

We are, with great consideration, 
Your fellow-citizens, 
{Signed by] George G. Smith, Asa Swallow, 
Henry Crocker, Rufus Choate, and others. 





Ee Faneuil Hall having been closed against Mr. 
Webster and his friends by the Board of Aldermen, 
Mr. W. wrote the following reply to the invitation: 


MarsuFievp, April 15, 1851. 
To Messrs. George C. Smith, Caleb Eddy, Asa Swal- 
low, Uriel Crocker, and others : 

Gentlemen—I duly received your letter of the 11th 
of this month, and had fully made up my mind to 
comply with your invitation ; for, although I have en- 
tertained no purpose of discussing further, at pre- 
sent, the political questions which have so much ag- 
itated the country, yet I could not deny myself the 
pleasure of meeting you and your fellow-citizens for 
mutual congratulation upon an escape, so far, from 
dangers which, one year ago, so seriously threatened 
the very existence of our national institutions; and 
upon the prospect of an early return, in all parts 
of the country, of feelings of good will and recipro- 
cal regard. 

But the newspapers of this afternoon inform me 
that the Board of Aldermen have refused your re- 
quest for the use of Faneuil Hall. I care nothing 
for this personally, except that it deprives me of the 
gratification of seeing you; although, if [ supposed 
the general voice of the people of Boston approved 
this proceeding, it would, I confess, cause me the 
deepest regret. The resolution denying your the 
Hall has been adopted, if I mistake not, by the same 
Board which has practically refused to join with the 
other branch of the City Government in offering the 
hospitalities of the city to President Fillmore. 

Gentlemen, for nearly thirty years I have been in 
the service of the country, by the choice of the peo- 
ee of Boston aud the Legislature of Massachusetts. 
My public conduct, through the whole of that long 
period, is not unknown, and I cheerfully leave it to 
the judgment of the country, now and hereafter. 

Since the commencement of March of last year, 
I have done something, and hazarded much, to up- 
hold the Constitution of the United States, and to 
maintain interests of the most vitai importance to 
the citizens of Boston. And I shall do more, and 
hazard more, whenever, in my judgment, it becomes 
necessary that more be done or more be hazarded. 
I shall perform, with unflinching perseverance, and 
to the end, MY DUTY TO MY WHOLE COUNTRY; nor 
do I, in the slightest degree, fear the result. Folly 
and fanaticism may have their hour. They may 
not only affect the minds of individuals, but they 
may also seize or public bodies, of greater or less 
dignity. But their reign is destined to be short, even 
where, for the moment, it seems most triumphant. 
We, of Massachusetts, are not doomed to a course 
of political conduct, such as would reproach our an- 
cestors, destroy our own prosperity, and expose us 
to the derision of the civilized world. No such fu- 
ture is before us. Far otherwise. Patriotism, the 
union of all good men, fidelity to the Constitution 
in all its provisions, and that intelligence which has 
hitherto enabled the people of this State to discern 
and to appreciate their own political blessings, as 
well as what is due to their own history and cha- 
racter, will bring them back to their accustomed 
feelings of Jove of country, and of respect and ven- 
eration for its institutions. 

I am, gentlemen, with the most sincere regard, 
your obliged friend, and very obedient servant, 


DANIEL WEBSTER. 


The Hon. Edward Everett was invited to pre- 
side at the meeting, but was obliged, on account of 
his health, to decline that invitation. The Hon. Ru- 
fus Choate was then requested to preside, and, had 
the meeting taken place, he would have addressed 
Mr. Webster in the name of the assembly. 

We are authorized to publish the following letter 
from Mr. Everett :— 


Campripeg, 16th April, 1851. 

Dear Srr—I deeply regret that it is not in my 
power toattend the meeting proposed to be held to- 
morrow, in honor of Mr. Webster. Long as the cit- 
izens of Boston have been in the habit of testifying 
their respect to him, there never was a time, in my 
opinion, when he was better entitled to the cordial 
assurance of their confidence and gratitude, whether 
we consider the importance of the services render- 
ed by him during the past year, or the weight of the 
responsibility assumed by him in their performance. 
On former occasions, when he has most efficiently 
contributed to the preservation of the Union in times 
of impending danger, he acted with the unanimous 
approbation of his immediate constituents; a com- 
paratively easy task. On the present occasion, he 
has performed the same patriotic duty, in a crisis far 
more dangerous, and amidst the most deplorable 
divisions of opinion at home, on subjects directly 
involving the stability of the government and the 
peace of the country. Called by the President of 
the United States, at this momentous juncture, to 
the post of the chiefest responsibility, he has not 
hesitated to throw himself into the breach, and to 
sacrifice a portion of his hardly-earned and well- 
deserved popularity, to the public good. 

[ have had occasion carefully to observe the po- 
litical course of Mr. Webster, as long as I have had 
any knowledge of affairs. For ten years we were 
together in Congress, and at all other times I have 
had great personal es parr e to be well acquaint- 
ed with his views and principles on all public ques- 
tions, and with his ends and objects as a public man. 
I have not, in every instance, agreed with him as to 


‘The whole 
country was strewed with the heads ee 
might have been usefully employed.’ He was 
‘There was no 
measure, however illegal, to the arage ee we — 
England re 

i ffi in ermine, who, 
cursed by a snecession of i? — = he pritiglen| Os P 
and the duties of 
homanity, but they were all greatly outstripped by 


Two hun- 
pilloried in the face 
of the world, and thy er is gibbetted before 
ou wilt compare with 

Go, seek com- 
panionship with them! Go, claim thy kindred, if 
Go, tell them that the memory of 
the wicked shall rot—that there is a God; an Eter- 
\ nity, aye! and one too e “a me — 
al for judgment against him that made him 

mp begs hat hi What! dost 
These not thy 
kindred 2? Why dost thou turn pale—as when the 
crowd clutched at thy life, in London street? "Tis 
true, George Jeffries, and these are not thy kin. 
Forgive me that I should send thee on such an er- 
rand, or bid thee seek companionship with such— 
Thou wert not base en- 
It was a great bribe that tempted thee !— 
Again I say, pardon me for sending thee to keep 
company with suchmen! Thou only smote at men 
accised of crime ; not at men accused only of their 
Thou wouldst not send men into bondage 


Sleep, Jeffries, beneath ‘ the altar of the church,’ 








judgment. This, however, I will say, that from the 
Declarstioe 


of a to the present day, the 

cou has never served,—no, not in its best 
days and by its best men,—with greater ability, with 
truer fidelity, or with purer patriotism, than by Mr. 
Webster. AS ae 
It requires but little ingenuity, in difficult times, 
and in reference to a subject on which the isi 
tions of the Constitution are at variance with public 
sentimert, to urge objectious against any practica- 
ble line of policy. That the measures of the last 
erence to the subject which is sha- 
king the Union to its foundation, were not in all 
points what Mr. Webster desired to have them, is 
well known. ; 
all good citizens, to acquiesce in those measures af- 


the Jand,I need not say. .And it is my firm opinion, 


in which Mr. Webster has ‘ormed his duty, in 
the responsible position and the arduous circum- 
stances in which he has been placed, that the friends 
of the Union at the South have been able to stand 
their ground against those who seek its dissolution, 
and that blood has not flowed at the North, in forci- 
ble resisiance to the law of the land. 

We cannot shut our eyes to the fact, that per- 
sons holding extreme opinions, at the South and 


the Union. The number of persons desiring this 
object at the North, I suppose to be small, and not 
very large at the South, except in one State,— 
but there is a very considerable ber, I fear, in 
both sections of the country, who reason upon the 
same general principles as the extremists, and are 
tending <-permepe unconscijously,—to the same re- 
sult. Where the same measure is pursued by dif- 
ferent persons for directly opposite reasons, we 
commosly say that the views of one or the other 
are sure to be realized. 

In the present case, I deem it certain that the 
expectations of both parties will, in the event of a 
separation of the States, be wofully disappointed. 





security from anti-slavery agitation; it will gather 
new violence and strength. Nothing will be gained 
at the North, in reference to the existence and ex- 
tension of slavery; it will be guarded with greater 
vigilance, and will seek to spread itvelf in the di- 
rection of Cuba and Mexico, with an energy of pur- 
pose not yet displayed. All the restraining and 
softening influences on both sides, which flow from 
the kindly union of North and South in one body 
politic, and which have insured us sixty years of al- 
most uninterrupted prosperity, will be at once blasted. 
Every existing grievance, complained of at the 
South and at the North, will be immeasurably aug- 
mented: and embittered, and superadded to all will 
be the horrors, crimes and sufferings of civil war. 
Regarding these as the sure results of a dissolu- 
tion of the Union, I know no language too warm to 
express the gratitude we owe to Mr. Webster, and 
the patriotic men of both parties who have acted with 
him, for their recent strenuous efforts to avert this 
calamity. 
I remain, dear sir, with grent respect, 
Your friend and servant, 
EDWARD EVERETT. 

To Hon. Nathan Hale, Boston. 





SPEECH OF MR. WEBSTER, 
In front of the Revere House, Boston, April 22,1851. 
Fellow-Citizens of Boston :—You rather take me 
by surprise this morning—bnt it is a very agreeable 
surprise tome. Iam greatly pleased to see your 
cheerful and satisfied faces, as much so as to see the 
cheerful face of that luminary which shines now in 
the heavens above us. If you are half as glad to 
see me as I am to meet you, there is a great quantity 
of human happiness and good feeling at this mo- 
ment in Bowdoin Square. 
Gentlemen,—a long and violent convulsion of the 
elements has just passed away, and the heavens, the 
skies, again smile upon us. There is often an anal- 
| ogy between occurrences in the natural and political 
Sometimes political agitations pass away, 








| world, 
| bringing after them sunshine, joy and gladness.— 

May it be so now! J greet you as citizens of Boston 
—I welcome you—I offer you my heart and hand. 
I present to you my warmest gratitude for what you 
and your fathers have done for me from the days of 
my early manhood, when I came from the North to 
dwell among you and to partake of your fortunes, 
for good or for evil, to the end of my life. 

I am not vain enough to suppose that I have ren- 
dered any very essential services to my country in 
my day and generation. But if I may suppose that 
| I have rendered any service—however little or how- 
| ever much,—I owe it mainly to the constant, warm 
| and unwavering friendship and support of the peo- 
! ple of Boston. 

I shall, ere long, follow your fathers and my fath- 
ers to man’s last home. But while I live and breathe, 
—while [ have language or thought,— while my heart 
beats or my tongue moves, I shall fee! and speak of 
Bostoa as my home—as the cherished object of my 
public and private, my political and friendly regard. 

Gentlemen,—You do not expect to hear any dis- 
course fromme. I come to see you and you come to 
see me. It is not an occasion for the discussion of 
any political topic. You do not expect me to deliv- 
erany opinions of my own, or to state the grounds 
of any political transactions, 

Let me congratulate you, and ask you to congrat- 
ulate me, that the events of the last year or two 
have placed us under better auspices. We see clear- 
er and breathe freer. We feel new assurance that 
the rich blessings we have inherited from our fathers 
will endure, will be perpetual—will be immortal, 
if any institution of man or of earth can be immor- 
tal. The youngest of your children—the youngest 
of your grand children—will grow up to manhood 
with the proud feéling that they were born to, and 
they will inherit imperishable liberty in these United 
States of North America, and in this ancient, be- 
loved, and, under all circumstances, by me venerated, 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Why, fellow-cit- 
izens, we need not be vain; we need not be too 
much self-satisfied, after all; but who among you, 
is there, who would exchange his own political and_ 
social condition for that which befalls the inhabi- 
tants or residents of any other country under the 
wide scope of the canopy over us? Where is the 
foreign country that would satisfy you ? Nowhere! 
You stay at home satisfied. The institutions of 
your own country are satisfactory to you. You en- 
joy political power universally disseminated under a 
republican government framed upon popular prin- 
ciples. Every citizen feels that he isa man. If he 
is governed, he is also one of the governors. He 
has 4 voice in every great transaction of public poli- 
cy and national concern. Let others praise what they 
will, and admire what they please. Let others pre- 
fera government more royal, more despotic, or more 
democratic. For myself, and I believe for you, I 
may say, we are satisfied with our condition as peo- 
ple of the United States and citizens of Massachu- 
setts; our free, popular, and glorious representative 
ae makes us known reputably all over the 
world. 

Gentlemen,—Let us despair of nothing—let us 
despair of nothing in behalf of our country We 
shall see it go onin continuous prosperity. We see 
the returning sense of the community—the love of 
Liberty, and—let me add, with all the emphasis 
which I can pour out from my breast—THE Love oF 
Usion. That will keep us together. If I had ten 
thousand wices—if I could reach the shores of the 
Pacific—if I could gather the whole vast nation 
within the reach of my voice—I would say, ‘ Fer- 
Low-Crtiztns, Untox, Unitox, Union, Now anp 
FOREVER. 

What are all these petty distinctions—these cav- 
ils, these qtestions, these sectional quarrels ? They 
are as dustin the balance! They are not fit to in- 
habit the hetrt ofa true American ; for the heart of a 
true American embraces the whole country :—ifit is 
not big enough for that, he had better tear it out and 
throw it from him. 

What litte I have done,—I repeat it,—is mainly 
attributable to the support you and your fathers 
have givenme. I am not unmindful of it,—not un- 
grateful for t. I find you as I have found you in the 
past, and as{ am sure I shal] still continue to find 
you for whaj remains to me of life. Letme say to 
you, let meentreat you to deliver to your children 
what I say :—as Boston found me thirty years ago, 
she finds me to-day, without variation or the shad- 
ow of change. I shall go to my grave full of the 
gratitude which I shall cherish for her, and for her 
support of me. 

Gentlemern—I bid you adieu,—an affectionate 
adieu. By the blessing of God, I shali see you again, 
under circuwstances, fe ~~ be, which will enable 
me to ex somewhat at large my opinions on the 
capoct of pallic afthirs. All this is in the hands of 
the Provi that is over us—to Him I commend 
myself, I commend you, I commend the interests of 
our dear, out beloved country. fare- 
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No Union with Slaveholders! 
BOSTON, APRIL 25, 1851. 











AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 
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in the Broadway Tabernacle. 


Rynpexs and his crew on the other,) that no meet- 
ing-house or hall, in that great city, can be procured, 
either for the love of liberty or for gold, for the ac- 
commodation of the Society. 
city of Brooklyn can any suitable building be ob- 
tained for this purpose. 
Leaving these cities to the historical infamy which 
awaits them, the Executive Committee, in accordance 
with the urgent request of the friends of impartial 
liberty in Western New York, hereby give notice 
that the Seventeenth Annual Meeting of the Ameri- 
can Anti-Slavery Society will be held at SYRACUSE. 
(N. Y.,) on Wepyespay, May 7th, commencing at 10 
o'clock, A. M.—at which time and place they earnest- 
ly invite a full attendance of its members and friends ; 
believing that the crisis is such, in the conviction of 
every intelligent mind, both as to the preservation of 
our own liberties and the emancipation of the mil- 
lions who are still clanking the fetters of slavery, as 
to render needless any special appeal. 
It is with great pleasure the Committee announce, 
that their distinguished and eloquent coadjutor, Gro. 
Tuomrsox, M. P., has promised to give his attend- 
ance, and participate in the proceedings. The Rev. 
Tueopore Parker, of Boston, has also signified his 
intention to be with us on the occasion, if practica- 
ble, as well as other able advocates of ‘LIBERTY, 
EQUALITY, FRATERNITY.’ A series of meetings, of the 
most interesting and stirring character, may be confi- 
dently expected. Much reliance is placed on the 
readiness and determination of the friends of the cause 
at the West to improve this opportunity to commune 
with their brethren from the East. 
In behalf of the Executive Committee, 
WM. LLOYD GARRISON, President. 
Wewnpett Patties, 


Sypney Howarp Gay, } Secretaries. 








SLAVERY DIABOLICAL. 

The Case of William L. Chaplin; being an Appeal 
to all Respecters of Law and Justice, against the 
cruel and oppressive Treatment to which, under 
color of Legal Proceedings, he has been subjected 
in the District of Columbia and the State of Ma- 
ryland. Boston: Published by the Chaplin Com- 
mittee. 1851. 


This pamphlet is one of the important historical 
publications of these eventful times. It should be 
as widely circulated in this country as there are 
hearts to be touched or heads to be enlightened. 
Calmly as it is written, a perusal of the facts and 
statements therein are enough 

‘To stir a fever in the biood of age, 

And make the infant's sinews strong as steel.’ 
The circumstances attending the arrest, imprisonment, 
and subsequent deliverance of Mr. Chaplin out of the 
hands of bloody-minded men in the District of Co- 
lumbia and in Maryland, by the payment of bail to 
the enormous amount of TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOL- 
Lars, will ever constitute a revolting chapter in the 
history of this man-stealing republic. They demon- 
strate the fact, that slaveholding judges and courts, in 
all cases touching the question of slavery, are capa- 
ble of perpetrating deeds the most lawless, inhuman, 
tyrannical, damnable, and that they who make mer- 
chandize of their fellow-creatures, and hold them as 
property, unite with the depravity of fiends the fe- 
rocity of hyenas; all which is instantly manifested 
whenever they can lay their murderous hands on 
any one imbued with a spirit of sympathy towards 
their wretched slaves. Satisfy them that you do not 
intend to question their right to plunder, starve, 
lacerate, imbrute and murder their victims ad libitum, 
—denounce and ridicule the doctrine that the negroes 
are entitled to equal human rights, and therefore 
ought to be liberated,—and they will be liberal in 
their hospitality, (the hospitality of those who subsist 
by plunder,) and courteous in their manners; but let 
them know or suspect that you regard the slave as ‘a 
man and a brother,’ that you hold his right to un- 
conditional and immediate emancipation to be abso- 
lute, and their anger instantly ‘ burns to the lowest 
hell,’ and they become transformed into demons. You 
had better trust yourselves among wolves and pan- 
thers than in their company. You can no more live 
among them than you can dwell in devouring fire. 
At once you must escape from their location and pres- 
ence, as Lot fled from Sodom, ‘ without looking back,’ 
—otherwise, a coat of tar and feathers, crucl lacera- 
tions, hopeless imprisonment, or a prompt suspension 
by the neck to the nearest lamp-post or tree, is your 
inevitable doom. Their cowardice, villany, and di- 
abolical barbarity, cannot be exaggerated; so con- 
scious are they of the damning guilt which stains 
their souls in turning the rational creatures of God 
into chattels personal! It is not true that * they know 
not what they do’: they know all about it. They 
know that they are utterly without excuse; that 
they have neither reason nor argument, neither prin- 
ciple nor expediency, neither sense nor instinct, nei- 
ther honesty nor policy, neither truth nor justice, on 
their side; hence, as substitutes for these, they em- 
ploy threats, curses, lies, slanders, mobs and tu- 
mults, backed up by the bowie knife, the lash, the 
noose, and all the other infernal accompaniments of 
the Lynch code. ‘Their feet run to evil, and they 


cockatrice’s eggs ; and he that eateth of them dieth.’ 

The case of Mr. Chaplin is too well known to our 
readers to need a minute statement of the facts in this 
connection. While temporarily residing at Wash- 
ington, in August, 1849, he was induced, from mo- 
tives of the purest philanthropy, on leaving that city, 
to take into his private carriage two young men, 
slaves, (one belonging to Toombs of Alabama, the 
other to Stephens of Georgia, Members of Congress, 
though of this fact Mr. Chaplin was at that time ig- 
norant,) On an earnest appeal being made to him, that 
thus they might obtain that dearest boon on earth, 
LisERTY. As he drove out of the city, under cover 
of night, he was intercepted by an organized gang of 
ruffians, at the hcad of whom was one John H. God- 
dard, by birth a Rhode Islander, who was bred a 
shoemaker, but who, finding honest handicraft indus- 
try not respectable in a slaveholding community, con- 
trived to get himself employed as a bum-bailiff and 
watchman, and by dint of a persevering spirit of ser- 
vility has risen to be captain of the night-watch, 
and one of the police magistrates. All Northern men 
who visit Washington are warned against this very 
dangerous person. ‘He may be known by the offi- 
cial cockade on his hat, and a knavish, treacherous 
smile on his face; and is a cold-blooded, cunning 
creature, exactly the Uriah Heep of Dickens’s David 
Copperfield. If Goddard had set expressly for his 
portrait, the likeness could not have been more com- 


Mr. Chaplin was knocked from his seat by a heavy 
club, thrown to the ground and trampled upon, bare- 
ly escaping with his life. He was then bound with 
cords, and forthwith committed to jail, where he re- 








individual opinions and measures, but I have never 
differed from 


him without some distrust of my own | well. 


SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 


By the 8th article of the Constitution, it is provid- 
ed that ‘the annual meeting of the Society shall be 
held each year at such time and place as the Execu- 
tive Committee may direct.’ Hitherto, since the for- 
mation of the Society, the annual meeting has been 
uniformly held in the city of New York, and usually 
So absolute, however, 
is the sway of the Slave Power in that city, and such 
the fear of mobocratie excesses, (stimulated by ‘THE 
Unton Commrrree’ on the one hand, and the lawless 


Neither in the adjacent 


make haste to shed innocent blood. They hatch § 


$6000; at which time, instead of being released, he 
was treacherously delivered up on a malicious requi- 
sition from the Governor of Maryland, to be tried in 
that State for what he had done in the District of 
Columbia!! He was hurried to the jail at Rock- 
ville,—bail being required to the enormous amount of 
$19,000,—where he remained until he could raise 
that sum in cash, to be paid at the moment he was 
allowed to leave his cell. In the whole city of Balti- 
more, not one wealthy and respectable man was 
found willing or had the courage to become his 
bail, though the money was ready to be deposited in 
his hangs! As a last resort, application was made to 
the successor of the notorious slave-trader, Hope H. 
Slatter; and he readily consented to become bail for 
Mr. Chaplin! ‘Satan, no doubt,’ it is quaintly ad- 
ded, ‘ would eagerly avail himself of any opportunity 
that might offer to go bail for the archangel Michael, 
especially if it so happened that all the priests, dea- 
cons and church-members had first been asked, and 
had declined.’ Fortunately, the services of the slave- 
trafficker were rendered unnecessary by another ar- 
rangement. Yet after the payment of his ransom of 
$25,000, to prevent his being lynched before he could 
get out of Maryland, it was necessary that Mr. Chap- 
lin should travel incog., and in the stealthiest manner. 
Thus, after an imprisonment of six weeks at Wash- 
ington, and of thirteen weeks at Rockville, he was 
delivered out of the hands of the Philistines, and 
‘by a great price,’ which generous and sympathiz- 
ing friends have been willing to pay, rather than that 
he should perish, And still the slaveholding blood- 
hounds are not satisfied ; for it is said that Mr. Chap- 
lin is to be demanded as a fugitive from justice, (!) 
and that the vast sum extorted from him in the name 
of bail is to be spent in attempting to recover posses- 
sion of his body! Such is the diabolism of slavery. 
And remember that these things are done in the mid- 
dle of the nineteenth century, and among a people 
claiming Christ as their Leader and Savior! 
As to the act for which Mr. Chaplin has been pun- 
ished so cruelly—for which the friends of the slave 
have been plundered to such an extent—who will say 
it was not a kind and benevolent one, and worthy of 
all commendation, however indisereet as a matter of 
personal safety? Who that prays, 
‘That mercy I to others show, 
That mercy show to me’— 
who that holds to the precept, ‘ Whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so to them’— 
who that accepts as binding the apostolic injunction, 
‘Remember them that are in bonds as bound with 
them’—will condemn him for desiring to save from 
desecration the image of God, and uninjuriously seek- 
ing to deliver the spoiled out of the hands of the op- 
pressor? Yet, all over the country—by the presses at 
the North as well as at the South—he has been ridi- 
culed as a fanatic, branded as a madman, anathema- 
tized as a villain, and indicted as a felon of the deep- 
est dye! 
And who is William L. Chaplin? If the testimony 
of abolitionists is not to be received, surely that of one 
like the Rey. John Todd, of Pittsfield, (Mass.) who 
has never identified himself with them, and of whose 
church Mr. Chaplin was formerly a leading member, 
ought not to be rejected. This testimonial was vol- 
untarily furnished by Mr. Todd himself, in an article 
published in the New York Evangelist of October 30, 
1850, on the occasion of Mr. Chaplin's arrest. 

‘We speak of him,’ says Mr. Todd, ‘as we knew 
him years ago. He is the son of a most venerable and 
perfect Puritan minister,—the Rey. Dr. Chaplin, for- 
merly of Groton. . . His grandfather, Col. Prescott, 
was a commander at the battle of Bunker Hill. Fine- 
ly educated, with a natural grace and eloquence, Mr. 
Chaplin is one of the finest speakers to whom we ever 
listened. But this is not what we would say. We 
say, fearlessly, that he has one of the noblest, most 
self-sacrificing, unselfish hearts, that ever beat in hu- 
man bosom. We never saw a Selfish act performed by 
him. The impulses of his nature are strong, lofty and 
generous. .... He is a great-hearted creature. We 
look upon him as asun which has broken away from 
the laws of its Maker, through the vehemence of its 
desires to throw its light and beams into December, 
and could not wait for the spring to return, ere he 
made flowers to grow among the snow-banks.’ 

What must be the character of the people among 
whom such a man, for such a deed, is every where 
held up to popular scorn and detestation? ‘Shall I 
not visit for these things? saith the Lord. Shall not 
my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?’ 

We commend this pamphlet for the candor, truth- 
fulness and ability by which it is characterised, and 
for its startling facts and thrilling disclosures. It is 
accompanied with a fine lithographic portrait of Mr. 
Chaplin, is very neatly printed, and merits the widest 
circulation. 


TROUBLE IN THE CAMP. 

We mentioned in our last number, that Faneuil 
Hall had been closed against Daniel Webster and his 
supporters, as it had previously been against the op- 
ponents of the Fugitive Slave Bill, by the Board of 
Aldermen. Of course, indignation was kindled, at 
this act of impartial justice, in the breasts of all Hun- 
kerdom. Ata subsequent meeting of the Common 
Council, composed of the veriest lickspittles of Cotton- 
ocracy and Slavery— 





The following resolutions were submitted by Mr. 
Otis Kimball, and adopted by the Council :— 


Whereas, Faneuil Hall has been ‘ consecrated and 
dedicated to the use of the inhabitants of Boston, 
upon all suitable occasions ;" and whereas, the ex- 
clusive custody of the same is exercised by the Board 
of Mayor and Aldermen of this city; and whereas, 
this branch of the Government has learned with great 
surprise that the Mayor and Aldermen have denied 
the respectful petitions of the citizens of Boston, for 
the use of said Hall for the reception of the Hon. 
Daniel Webster ; and whereas, this Board is unwilling 
to be compromised by the action of the Board of Mayor 
and Aldermen in the case, or to be identified there- 
with; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Common Council deeply regret 
the action of the Board of Mayor and Aldermen in 
closing Faneuil Hall against the Hon. Daniel Web- 
ster, our illustrious fellow-citizen, whose high official 
position, whose unwavering attachment to, and un- 
wearying defence of, the Constitution, whose long ser- 
viee in the Senate of the United States, and whose 
untiring efforts in support of the Union, have iostly 
endeared him to the whole people of the United 


tates. . 

Resolved, That while this Board would not inter- 
fere with any rights which the Mayor and Aldermen 
may have over Faneuil Hall, it cannot but consider 
their action in the presen: instance unprecedented and 
injudicious, calculated to increase, rather than dimin- 
ish, the public excitement. 
Resolved, That it would have given to the Com- 
mon Council of the city of Boston the highest pleas- 
ure to have met our distinguished fellow-citizen in 
Faneuil Hall, to exchange congratulations with him, 
and hear him once more address his friends and 
neighbors in support of Law, Order, the Constitu- 
tion, and the Union. 
The question on the passage of the resolution was 
taken without debate, and the vote was unanimous. 
Messrs. Ezra Lincoln, Henry Lincoln, Solomon Car- 
ter, Samuel D. Crane, and Edward Reed, were absent. 
Oa motion of Mr. Thompson, it was voted, that a 
certified copy of the foregoing resolutions be forward- 
ed to Hon. Daniel Webster. 
The following order was adopted, by a unanimous 
vote, on motion of Col. Thompson :—~ 

Oo That Messrs. Thompson, Jewell and 

Smith, with such as the Board of Mayor and Alder- 
men may join, be a Committee to tender tc the Hon. 
Daniel Webster, in the name of the City Council of 
Boston, an invitation to meet and address his fellow- 
citizens in Faneuil Hall, at such time as he shall elect. 


[See next column how meanly the Board of 
Aldermen have taken it all back—the trimmers ! 





Mr. Wenster—Anoruer Sprecn. Chagrined at 
the closing of Faneuil Hall against him, some of Mr. 
Webster's retainers prevailed on him to make a speech 
in front of the Revere House, Bowdoin Square, in the 
openair, on Tuesday forenoon. There was a large 
throng of curious persons to hear him, but very few 
were found ‘ so poor as to do him reverence.’ The cheers 
were faint and few ; and as forthe speech, it amount- 





mained until he could give Dail to the amount of 


ed to nothing. It may be found in a preceding col- 


VOL. XXI. NO, 17 
ee 


MEETING OF THE MAYOR ann ,. 
aa MEN. LDER. 
e regular weekly meet; 
+ eer of Aldermen was heid wie Mayor ang 
Sundry ‘papers from the Connes) "3, **ternooy, 
concurrence, and a large a 
presented and referred. 
the following : 
use of Faneuil Hall, ‘for the pu: 
» J ur e of hola:. he 
prt meetings on the 27th, oh oT holatng t. 
reeman and Jewett, for license th of May » 
of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Cn! lets» 
the use of Faneuil Hall on the 24, OMpany, ¢,.” 
celebration of their Of June, for un. 


214th = srg rth 
to have the grade o} Se aereary ;’ of 8, Vie 


f certain Streets 


at th om 
_— = to ge the overflow of the ane eng 
lerman Rogers, after some ate. 
submitted the following eeesintin ry Temarks 
ene That this Board, in their acti 
application of George G. Smith and othe °° the 
we of Faneuil Hall on the 17th idtaant wen 10r the 
: eto said Hall, Out of their past actio 0 prtaated 
nog o said Hall, and of the state of the = IN refer 
in relation to exciting political questions Public ming 
feeling of hostility or q: aa mad I 


‘respect towards the im ~ 
ed individual whom th tag 
owever much they ms =e 

the orcasion—and = 


2 : le inferences tho: 
drawn from their action in the case—they a re 
Y feel caitea 


upon to assert and maintai i 

1 , t n the rig}; “ 
independent action under the cane vrtent Boata ta 
questions properly brought before t 
spirit of calmness and self. 


ave 
how ever 


arter, up Or = 
hem: 9 oy 
respect, 


against any legislative act of ¢ MUSE protess 
branch of the City Government y ae by One 
irregular, and calculated to eden rae other, as 
judices that must inevitably interfere wit on Pre- 
er and harmonious action of the two devant A m9 
this government, and be productive of Partinents of 
injurious to the public interests, POnSeqUEnces 


Resolved, That this Board 
mon Council in FAISING & joint committee to + 
the Hon. Danii ‘Wensrer, in the name dane 
Council, an invitation to meet and addre. 7 : uy 
citizens at such time as he 1 oss his fellow. 


MAY elect: an, ; 
use of Faneuil Hall be granted onde: that t} 


CONCUr With the (‘> 


ie 


pose, ve above pur. 
The resolutions were adopted without debate. | 
unanimous vote ; and Alderman Rogers Hat 78 
and Smith were joined to the Council Cons a 
Alderman Kimball submitted the follo oe 
ble and resolution :— “OWING pream- 


Whereas, A recent vote of this Board 
use of Faneuil Hall to sundry ’ 
resolutions of regret by one b 
cil, and 

Whereas, This Board confidently believed 
upon a careful consideration of said vote in co ae 
with votes previously passed, and the i a 
possibly incident upon the granting of said tent "ang 
those who most loudly condemned the vote oan _~ 
ferred to, would most strongly commend and o ny 
esce in it as indispensably necessary to prove Py al 
—— aes Board ; and therefore to avoid al fa, 
ure misapprehension i applicati rah 
pers Poe Halk ted regard to applications for 

Resolved, That this Board will invariably grant th 
use of Faneuil Hall, under the established ie - 
tions, to any hundred legal tax-paying citize, a 
Boston, for any public meeting, except such a, in th 
opinion of the Mayor and Aldermen, may be for se 
lawful purposes, or inconsistent with good morals ; 
and that at any such meetings, ample police force +! al 
be detailed for the maintenance of Strict order at — 
meeting, provided, however, that the parties 
number of them, to whom the use of the Hal 
granted, shall give satisfactory security for 
ment for all expenses for such police 
Board may deem necessary. 


This paper was read for the information of the 
Board, and by general consent lies over for action at 
the next meeting. 

Alderman Rogers here submitted the following 
preamble and resolution in relation to the expected 
visit of the President of the United States to Boston : 

Whereas, it has been publicly intimated that this 
Board has practically refused to join with the Com. 
mon Council in offering the hospitalities of the city to 
President Firtmoxe ; and whereas, the action of this 
Board, in laying upon the table an order from the oth- 
er Board upon this subject, took place ata time when 
the members of this Board were unaware of an inti- 
mation from any quarter of an intent or wish on the 
part of the President to visit this part of the country, 
and had in view subsequent and final action when 
such intent or wish should be made apparent ; but 
the same, through some inadvertence and the press 
of other important duties upon the time and attenti 
of the Board, has been accidentally delayed. There- 
fore— 

Resolved, That the Mayor and Aldermen, as a 
conservative Board of the city government, dy not 
yield to the other branch in feelings of regard and 
respect for Mittarp Ficimorg, the President of the 
United States ; and from the moment that his dispo- 
sition to visit New England was made known to them, 
they have been, and are, willing and desirous to afford 
him a proof of their respectful consideration,by uniting 
with the Common Council in inviting him, in the 
name of the citizens, to the city of Boston, at such 
time as may be most agreeable to him. 

Ordered, That this Board unanimously concur in 
the order of March 6th last, and that the whole Board 
be joined to the Committee appointed by the Common 
Council in reference to the same. 

These resolutions were also adopted by a unan- 
mous vote, and without discussion. 
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A SATIRICAL HIT. 
At a meeting of the Board of Aldermen (says the 
Commonwealth) on Monday evening, the following 
resolution was passed unanimously :— 


Resolved, That with a deep sense that we are 
whipped dogs, we lay ourselves at the feet of the 
ILLUSTRIOUS INDIVIDUAL whom we have offended, # d 
respectfully request him to walk over us, at such time 
as shall suit his convenience, anc that Faneuil Hall 
be placed at his disposal for that purpose. 


VIOLATION OP STATE LAWS. 
In the Massachusetts Senate, on Tuesday last— 


Mr. Robinson—from the special committee appoint 
ed to investigate the facts of the late fugitive ag oe 
case, to ascertain if any infringement of the laws ue 
been made by officers of this Commonw erie 
mitted a report. The report charges tee pee 
Deputy Sheriff, Mayor, City Marshal, and the 7 ; 
under his control, with having violated the laws, ‘one 
recommends the passage of the following bills :-— 


Bill to punish disobedience of the laws by public ee 

The prohibition of the 2d section of in Ae . 
ther to protect Personal Liberty, passed ape 
1843, shall be extended to all persons holding wed 
office created or existing under any statute of a 
Commonwealth ; and every such person trpengeens 
the prohibitions thereof, shall forfeit and pay __ 
of $100, with costs of suit—to be recovered ' Sasa 
ment or information, or by action of debt on the ; 
of any person authorised to sue for thre same, 


Militia: 





An Act concerning calling out the 
During any session of the Legislature, dpa 
tive Council, or 1 eto eas eae 
eae ts anapunteds and vested in the Comman- 
der-in-Chief. 
On motion of Mr. De Witt, 1000 extr 
the report were ordered to be printed. 
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THE LIBERATOR. 




















And Fundy’s waters, deep and strong, 
To the broad ocean bear the song. 
































For the Liberator. 
LINES, 
ADDRESSED TO THE MAYOR OF LYNN, MASS-y 
On occasion of his pronouncing (at a large public meet- 
ing) the Fugitive Slave Law to be ‘inhuman, unjust, 
and not fit to be obeyed.” 
A law ‘ inhuman’—bravely spoken, 
Mayor of Lynn, that timely word! 
Loud it speaks thy fearless purpose, 
O’er the broad Atlantic heard. 
A law ‘unjust,’ again thou speakest 
ike a soul of noble mould, 
Loving more his country’s honor 
Than her mines of glittering gold. 
Oh! how is that honor tarnished, 
By her law ‘gainst brothers made! 
Thou didst well to scorn and stamp it, 
One ‘ not fit to be obeyed.’ 





Righteous edict ! May its echo 
Through the great republic sound, 

Till her pitying sons and daughters, 
Freedom's altar gathering round, 

Shall, in deep-toned thrilling accents, 
(Secking strength from God on high,) 

Shout * Repeal!’ till guilty Congress 
Sees its guilty law must die. 


Die—but, oh ! its life has kindled 
Ten-fold zeal in Freedom's cause, 
And its death shall teach the nations, 
‘Good men suffer not bad laws.’ 
Mayor of Lynn! thy honest conscience, 
Tampering not with coward fear, 
Wins from us a prouder title— 
‘Man of God,’ we hail thee here. 
A Bririsu Axoxrriontst, 
And an Abstainer from slave-grown Produce. 
London, April 4, 1851. 
a 
From the Toronto (Canada West) Globe. 


THE PLIGHT. 
A POEM, 


Delivered at a meeting of the Conadian Anti-Slavery 


Society, on, Wednesday, April 9. 
BY GEO. W. PUTNAM. 

By flowing stream, through swamp and wood, 
The fleeing bondmen keep their way, 

At midnight, on the travelled road, 
In covert creeping through the day; 

And fiercely hurrying on their path, 

Come hound and hunter in their wrath. 


Up through the glade the bondmen eome, 
Fast up the rough hill-side— 

God help them! for they run on foot, 
And their pursuers ride! 

The heavens are ringing to their cry, 

As they struggle on ‘n agony. 


And now, along the wintry plain, 
They keep their ground ahead ; 

And see! the footprints which they leave 
Upon the ground are red! 

Thus with the vintage of the vein 

Sealing their hatred of the chain. 


Press on! the human bloodhounds now 
Are close upon their track ! 
The Politicians hunting 
With the howling Altar pack! 
And the poor wretches feel their breath 
Around tkem, like the mists of death. 


Bear on! the glancing waters now 
Are rolling in their sight; 
And Freedom's angel beckons, 
While she walks the crests of white, 
And points them where the rainbow sign 
Marks Slavery’s bound, and Freedom’s line! 


See! on the rocky battlement, 
Above the mountain gorge, 
Waves the red cross of England, 
The banner of St. George! 
God hold them up !—one moment more, 
Their feet shall tread the Briton’s shore ! 


The Canadian has heard their cry, 
And his boat is on the strand ; 
His cheering shout is on the gale, 
As he gives a brother's hand. 
Ho! launch away! Ontario’s waves 
Bear up in pride the rescued slaves! 


They're safe !—hurra !—the stream is crossed, 
And up the cliff they spring; 

And in the teeth of Tyranny 
Their broken shackles fling! 

And loud upon the winds is heard 

The shriek of Freedom's baffled bird ! 


Crest-fallen Priest ! go howling back ! 
And, by the darkened altar’s side, 
Tell of the arm which interposed, 
And crushed Oppression’s pride; 
And learn, amid the clank of chains, 
Not Satan, but Jenovan reigns! 


Go, leprous Politician, home, 
With cheek and lip with passion pale; 
Tell how the prey escaped your grasp, 
When close upon their trail; 
And reap a sure and just reward— 
The scorn of man, and curse of God. 


Poured out by God for centuries, 
From the hollow of his hand, 

Hark! how the waters thunder, 
Upon the quivering strand! 

And earth, amazed, along the height 

Reads the vast record of His might, 


He piled the rocky barrier 
As a rampart for the slave; 
Affrighted at His awful voice, 
Back rolls Oppression’s wave ; 
The tyrant drops his iron rod 
Before the majesty of God! 


Here shall the panting bondman stand, 
Breathe Freedom's vital air, and live! 
Take gladly, at the Briton’s hand, 
The boon the Yankee dare not give; 
Safe from the Eagle's talons be, 
Beneath the Lion's shadow—rnex! 


And the Canadian hath sworn 
The blue lake’s waters ne'er shall feel 
The tyrant’s chain, or o'er its breast 
Shall sweep the slaver’s keel, 
Or once beneath his monarch’s throne 
Shall fetter clank or bondman groan. 


The boatman down St. Lawrence wave, 
With Freedom's songs his voyage beguiles, 
Awaking with her stirring lays 
The echoes of the ‘ thousand isles.’ 
Help for the bondman ! how the eall 
Rings from the lakes to Montreal ! 


And on it passes, echoing still, 
Where pine-clad cliffs in darkness frown, 
Startling the slumbering city where 
The heights of Abraham lock down, 
And rolls along the rapids deep, 
Where, ‘midst the foam, the battesux sweep, 


The anthem of Niagara 

Peals on, o’er mountain, lake and dell; 
And Montmorenci’s gentler tone, 

And voice of Chaudiere answer well, 





O, God bethanked! that to the slave 
There is one place of refuge given, 

One spot where Freedom’s foot may rest, 
Before Oppression driven ; 

And ever may His lightnings clear 

Her path along the broad frontier! 














The Piberator. 


MEETINGS IN SACO AND BIDDEFORD, 
MAINE. . 
Dear Frrexp Garrison: 

By invitation, I paid a flying visit last week to 
the flourishing towns of Saco and Biddeford, lying 
on opposite banks of Saco River, and both constitut- 
ing one large manufacturing village, of about 16,000 
inhabitants. The corporation stock, to great extent, 
is owned in Boston ; and consequently, the sympathy 
for the Union and the Fugitive Slave Law beats in 
harmony with State and Milk streets, 

The Boston capitalists are making the State of 
Maine a sort of work-shop, or ‘back-store,’ of which 
their own city is the ‘ sales-room.’ And the Lords of 
the Loom, like the Lords of the Lash, are beginning 
to regard those under them as of small account, only 
as they can coin their sweat-drops into ten, twenty, 
or forty per cent. dividends. The Lords of the Lash 
say that the Northern laborers are meaner and more 
despicable than their own slaves. The Lords of the 
Loom, by a prudent silence, seem to admitit. The 
question is n’t settled yet. 

On Saturday evening, I addressed a very full audi- 
ence in Central Hall, on the Biddeford side. The 
Hall is very spacious, being a hundred and twelve 
feet long, and it was almost full. The hoarse and 
husky voice of Cotton was heard in two or three 
faint shrieks for the Constitution and Daniel Web- 
ster, called for by some of the leading men in the 
town, and very faintly responded to by a few boys; 





A PROPHETIC WARNING TO AMERICAN 
SLAVEHOLDERS. NO. IL 
Oxmz0, March 20, 1851. 
Dear Garrison: 


I have spoken of the approaching downfall of the 
American Republic, Under the inspiration of truth, 
I say, the AMERICAN UNION SHALL BE DIS- 
SOLVED. To my mind, that event, so essential to 
the ‘establishment of justice,’ ‘ the security of liber- 
ty,’ ‘the promotion of the general welfare,’ is a pres- 
ent reality—as truly so as is the present existence of 
the Republic. I think and speak of it as a fact, and 
not asa contingency. The Federal Union shall be 
dissolved ; the Federal Government shail be blotted 
out; the American Republic shall be subverted. 
Of this national fabric, which, from its foundation to 
its topstone, is cemented together by the blood and 
tears of the slaves, ‘not one stone shall be left upon 
another.” I have the same authority for saying this 
that Jesus had for saying it of the blood-stained tem- 
ple of oppression—the ‘den of thieves’ in Jerusalem. 
This Republic isa den of thieves—a mere apology 
and protection for robbers and murderers. It is a lair 
for pirates, where they crouch down and rest in peace 
and security after their marauding expeditions against 
Humanity. This den of thieves shall be broken up ; 
this lair of pirates shall be destroyed. 

Not only is the great and longed-for event vividly 
present to my mind, but also its results. I have al- 
luded to some things that are to precede it. It will be 
preceded by a war of words, waged in the churches, 
in the markets, in the halls of legislation, in the 
courts, in the steamboat and railway cars, in the pub- 
lic assembly, and in all places of public resort. There 
thought will strive with thought, prejudice with prej- 
udice, feeling with feeling, reason with reason, soul 
with soul, But other scenes and contests will follow 
that event. 

A Northern and a Southern, a non-slaveholding and 
a slaveholding confederacy will be formed; the one 
for the protection of liberty, the other for the pro- 
tection of slavery. In the former, there will be no 
slaves nor slaveholders; the latter will consist sole- 
| ly of these two classes, ‘No union with slavehold- 





except which, our meeting proceeded in perfect good | ers’ will be the watchword of the former; ‘ Slavery 
order to the close. Some of our most radical senti- | for ever, as the only basis of Republican institutions,’ 
ments were applauded to the echo by the multitude | will be the watchword ofthe other. The Bible of the 


who listened to them. 

On Sunday evening, I was to lecture on the Saco 
side. Subject—The Fugitive Slave Law. But on 
Sunday morning, I was waited upon at my hotel by 
the Chief of the Police, and informed that my meet- 
ing would probably be broken up by a mob, and that 


he did not think the whole police force would be able | 


to prevent it. And besides, he said, my subject was 
political, and not suited to the Sabbath ; and the po- 
lice could not, therefore, act with their usua! efficien- 
cy. And further, that the License Law had been re- 
cently enforced pretty sternly, and that all the rum- 
sellers and their friends and abettors were much en- 
raged, and might take this opportunity to revenge 
themselves. And still further, that a Musical Con- 
cert was advertised to be given on the previous eve- 
ning, which the police and town authorities had for- 
bidden—(agreeably to statute, as they said)—after the 
arrangements had been made, on account of its being 
Saturday evening, and near to ‘HoLyY TIME;’ and that 
those concerned in the proposed concert would doubt- 
less unite with the rum-loving party, and, altogether, 
it would be impossible forme to hold my meeting. 
And so, they wished it deferred for the present. 


I replied to all these difficulties easily enough, and 
told the officer that if the audience should be like the 
one of the previous evening, we should have no need 
of police to preserve order; and besides, that we gen- 
erally relied upon the candor and magnanimity of the 
people, rather than on force ; and that the police were 
quite as often on the side of the mob as on that of the 
meeting. I told him, finally, that I would consider 
further, and give him my answer at half past twelve 
o'clock. 

After consultation and reflection, I decided to hold 
the meeting, and so notified the Captain of the Police. 
I suspected, all the while, that there was a determina- 
tion (not on the part of the rumsellers) to prevent me 
from speaking on that evening. Soon after inform- 
ing the authorities of my decision, our friend Pierce 
received a note from the agent of the Hall, in which 
he said,—‘ The Selectmen and Police of this place 


have requested me not to allow Cutt’s Hall to bo | 


opened this evening, as they do not consider the subject 
a proper one for Sunday.’ 


North will be an anti-slavery Bible; the Bible of the 
South a pro-slavery one. The God of the North will 
be the almighty, ever-present friend of freedom; the 
God of the South will be an ‘ almighty slave-trader.’ 


These two confederacies being formed, as they will 
| be, at no distant day, the terrible fact will be seen and 
felt by slaveholders, that they are surrounded by three 
millions of deadly enemies, who are stimulated by 
hatred and revenge, engendered by hourly, cnnum- 
bered and unutterable wrongs, to imbrue their hands 
in the blood of their oppressors. They will be oblig- 
ed to meet and recognize these enemies in their bed- 
rooms, their nurseries, and in all the scenes of social 
and domestic life, where every opportunity to avenge 
their wrongs will be given. Slaveholders will have 
no ‘ Northern allies’ to protect them from domestic 
violence. On the contrary, those once Northern al- 
lies will be left to follow the dictates of humanity 
and natural justice, and will give all their sympathy 
and support to the slaves struggling for liberty. 
This fact will also come home to the soul of the be- 
sotted slaveholder as a living, terrible element of 
thought and feeling. It will haunt him by day and 
night, that the entire North, stimulated by burning 
shame at having so long submitted to the slave-dri- 
ver’s lash and by a deep sense of the outrages which 
it has been led to perpetrate upon the innocent, de- 
fenceless slave, will espouse the cause of the crushed 
and wronged bondman with resistless energy. Slave- 
holders, surrounded by domestic, deadly foes, and in 
the grasp of those whose wives, daughters and sis- 
ters they have ravished, whose children they have 
stolen, whose persons they have dishonored, whose 
souls they have crushed, can hope for no mercy from 
them. They can hope for no sympathy from the 
North, whose people they have despised, have knock- 
ed down, kicked and trampled on. They can hope 
for none from Europe, Asia or Africa. They can 
hope for none from any of humankind, for they have 
waged a relentless, piratical war against Humanity. 
A slaveholder—he is the deadliest enemy of mankind, 
and has outlawed himself from human sympathy. 
He has no rights, himself being witness, and can have 
| none, any more than the hyena. As a slaveholder, 
God never made him; he has no right to exist, no 








I now felt certain that all this talk about a mob by | right to live and move on theearth; no right to light, 
the Concert men and the rumsellers was a pretence ; | to air, to water, to food; has no claims, and can have 


and as for the Sunday scruples of this devout police- 
man and his friends, my idea is, that to speak the 
truth honestly and openly, and not slanderously charge 
upon others designs of a mob, when the real opposition 
is in very different quarters, is quite as important as 
keeping the Sunday evening away from the cries and 
the claims of our millions of slaves. 

In the afternoon, I called upon the persons who 
were to give the concert, and told them that the Chief 
of the Police had informed me that he suspected 
they had united, or might unite, with the rumsellers 
and rum drinkers of the place, to break up my lec- 
ture in the evening. They seemed greatly surprised 
after their concert had been prevented, that the au- 
thorities should thus add insult to injury, by rep- 
representing them as capable of such meanness. 
They said the arrangements had been made for their 
concert at an expense of thirty dollars, and then it 
was prevented by the authorities of the town; and 
that for the authorities then to insinuate that they 
were base enough to revenge themselves in that way, 
was, in their opinion, (and mine too,) a most singular 
proceeding. So far was this from the truth, they had 
not even heard that there was to be such a meeting, 
until after the infamous aspersion had been cast upon 
them. 

But the best of the story remains to be told. Soon 
after we had been refused the Hall, one of our friends 
informed the Free Will Baptist minister—a true friend 
of the slave—that our mecting was likely to fail, and 
gave him the reasons. With a bold readiness and 
generosity worthy of all praise, he said, ‘Go into our 
meeting-house.’ Forthwith we issued notice to that 
effect. 

In the evening, as we entered the street on which 
the meeting-house stands, we met crowds of people 
coming away—as if we might again have been shut 
out. But when we came on to the steps, around 
which very many were standing, we were told that 
the house had been so excessively crowded for more 
than half an hour, that the doors had been locked to 
prevent any more from attempting to onter. 

The house is one of the largest in which I ever 
spoke—the largest, I think, except a few in the cities, 
where we sometimes hold our anniversaries; and it 
was crowded in every part. Instead of a riot or tu- 
mult, itis no more than justice to say, that I never 
saw so large a multitude observe such perfect order. 
The clergyman who officiates there, at the opening, 
very mildly requested that we might have no cheer- 
ing, or other unnecessary noise of any kind; and 
never was a wish more fully gratified. 

Our meeting was a most signal triumph of truth 
and right. I am persuaded that it was a Boston in- 
fluence, and not the rumsellers nor their friends, that 
most wished us to be broken up. The people ot 
Maine begin to see that Boston capital has put its 
iron heel upon them. I see in the Portland, and 
other papers, numerous and loud complaints already 
about it. Let them beware of that Kingdom of Kid- 
nappers. Kidnapping and Cotton—the one for the 
sake of the other, and both for sordid love of gold— 
these are the watchwords. Let the people of Maine, 
and the inland eountry all around, be warned, or a 
worse than the fate of the manufacturing districts of] 
Great Britain awaits them. 

Yours from the battle-field, 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 


none, upon any human being; but, according to his 
| own doctrines, is to be exterminated from the earth. 
| When this Union, which now gives the monster 
countenance and protection, shall have been dissolved, 
as it must be, or there is no God of justice, the 
slaveholder will be thus regarded and treated. No 
matter what his title, his calling, his station, profes- 
sion, principles or practice, in other matters, he will 
be considered as having no right to be in God's uni- 
verse, and an exterminating war shall be waged against 
him. I speak of what shall be, not of what ought 
to be. 

The slaves will rise against him, and will pour out 
the heart’s blood of all who are determined to perse- 
vere in turning men, made in the image of God, into 
brutes. Slaveholders! it will be in vain for you to 
ery to the North, or to mankind, to save your daugh- 
ters and sisters, wives and mothers, from the brutal 
passions of your slaves. Their reply will be—Where 
are the wives, daughters, sisters and mothers of your 
victims? ‘Torn from the embrace of husbands, fa- 
thers, sons and brothers by you, and victimized to 
your brutality! Talk not of the honor of your 
wives and daughters—when have you regarded the 
honor and purity of your slaves? Talk not of your 
homes made desolate—where are the homes of your 
slaves? Your slaves have no homes. The wife is 
tied up, stripped, and made gory by your lash, in the 
presence of the husband; the daughter is scourged 
and violated by you in the presence of the father; 
the mother is brutally lashed and dishonored by you 
before the eyes of her son; the habe is torn by you 
from the mother’s arms and sold; by you, hyenas in 
human form, every domestic affection is outraged, 
every domestic endearment converted into a source of 
anguish unutterable. Slaveholders! When yourslaves 
call to you, saying, ‘ Where are our homes?—Give 
us our wives and children!—Restore to us the rav- 
ished honor and virtue of our daughters and sisters ! ’ 
what can you answer? All appeals for h sym- 
pathy, when your slaves seek to wash out their dis- 
honor and the memory of their wrongs, in the life- 
blood of yourselves, your wives and children, will be 
in vain. In the face of your own professions, you 
have persevered in enslaving men; now retribution 
has come. As ye have measured to others, so do they 
measure to you. Mrasvre ror Measure! Ye have 
sown the wind—ye must reap the whirlwind. You 
taught your slaves that ‘ resistance to tyrants is obe- 
dience to God.’ Now, you being witnesses, and ac- 
cording to your own principles, your slaves are dis- 
charging a sacred duty to God, and performing ac- 
ceptable worship, as they desolate your homes with 
fire and sword, and drench the earth with your 
blood. 

Who so base as to defend a slaveholder against his 
slave? Who so lost to manhood, to honor, to justice, 
to humanity and to God, as to fight against a slave 
struggling for liberty ? I heed not laws, constitutions, 
bibles, or what men call God, in such a case. Never 
would I take part with the slaveholder against the 
slave. Such shall be the sentiment of the North after 
the downfall of this Republic. It is now the un- 
developed sentiment of millions. 


At that time, the laboring and non-slaveholding 
whites in the South will, to escape the impending 
doom, flee to the North. They will never abide the 
bursting out of the volcano of wrath and revenge, 











long pent up in the bosom of the slave. The smaller 
slaveholders will sell out to the larger ones, and also 
escape from the desolation that is about to sweep 
over the South. The slaveholders will be greatly 
diminished in number, and the slaves greatly increas- 
ed. Every fugitive slave who, having tasted liberty, 
has been re-enslaved, will be a swift witness against 
the oppressors. His hour of vengeance wi!l theu have 
come, and slaveholders will curse the day in which 
they ever followed a slave into a free State, to take 
him back. 

In the veins of a large portion of the slaves runs 
Anglo-Saxon blood, with all its energy and cunning, 
thirst for plunder and murder, contempt of danger, 
and lust of gold and dominion. This fact, which, 
under other cireumstances, would have been the 
slaveholder’s glory and protection, is now the incen- 
tive to a dire and deadly revenge on the part of the 
slave. The whites mingle their blood with the slave's 
blood only to gratify their lusts, and to enhance the 
price of their slaves in the market. What ties can 
bind slaves to such fathers? The slaves, too, will 
come to know what is meant by the self-evident 
truth that ‘all men are created free.’ Also, the 
meaning of the motto, ‘ Resistance to tyrants is obe- 
dience to God.’ Upon the downfall of this Repub- 
lic, as this stronghold of pirates is broken up, the 
slaves of the South will come to know and feel these 
things, and they will act accordingly ; and the sym- 
pathies of mankind will be with them in their strug- 
gle for freedom. 

Thus saith the God of the oppressed,—The Ameri- 
can Union shall be dissolved! As a result, slavery 
shall go down in the blood of the slaveholders. 
Such is the history of the future, in reference to this 
Republic, as it has been revealed to me. 

HENRY C. WRIGHT. 





LETTER TO A CLERGYMAN. 
East Dennis, April 14th, 1861. 
To the Rev. Joshua Chandler, Pastor of the first Congre- 
gational Church and Society in Dennis : 

Reverrnp Str,—As I was not at church yesterday, 
to put in my mite for the assistance of fugitive 
slaves, as requested in the Circular which you so re- 
luctantly read from the pulpit a few Sundays since, 
I hereby enclose to you one dollar towards that fund. 
As the pews are rented by the year, and the last year 
expired on Fast Day, I do not intend to rent a pew 
for the coming year, should you officiate, for the fol- 
lowing reasons :—Ist. Because you must have seen, 
in the public prints, accounts of men being seized in 
the free States, by bands of legalized pirates, and ta- 
ken into slavery, and you have not so much as lifted 
your voice against it, from the pulpit. 2d. There 
are three millions of slaves in the United States, 
held as such by the laws and Constitution of the coun- 
try, and the people would remain as ignorant of the 
fact as the inhabitants in the interior of China or the 
deserts of Arabia, but from other information than 
what they get from you, in your official capacity. 
3d. You have never, from the pulpit, in my hear- 
ing, alluded to the piratical Fugitive Slave Bill, which 
lately became the law of the land—a bill for which 
I challenge all the lawyers in Philadelphia to find a 
parallel in wickedness in the historyjof the world. 

The Christian religion, for the space of eighteen 
centuries, has not been a5le to rid the world of slave- 
ry; and from all the information that I can get from 
sacred and profane history, I have come to the con- 
clusion that slavery in this country is far more strin- 
gent than it was in Judea before the Christian era. 
Consequently, I have concluded to renounce Christi- 


anity and embrace Judaism.(1) 
By reading this imperfect epistle to your Church 


and Society, you will confer an obligation on your 
obedient and very humble servant, 
JOSHUA CROWELL. 
P. S. As I was one of the three of the Parish 
Committee that engaged you to preach for the pres- 
ent parochial year, and as our yearly subseription 
will fail short of the sum which we engaged to give 
you, if you will please to call on me at the close of 
your year, I will pay you one-third of that deficien- 
ey; and,if you insist upon it, I will pay you the 
whole deficiency. JOSHUA CROWELL. 





(1) We understand this in a satirical sense.— Ed. 
— 
MEETING OF THE FPRIENDS OF FREE- 
DOM IN LYNN. 

A large and enthusiastic meeting of the friends of 
freedom was held at Lyceum Hall, in Lynn, on the 
evening of the 12th inst., to hear a statement of the 
facts in relation to the delivery of Sims, from a mem- 
ber of the Boston Vigilance Committee, and to de- 
liberate upon the duties of freemen and Christians in 
the present important crisis. 

The meeting was addressed, in an earnest and im- 
pressive manner, by Rev. Nathaniel Colver, of Boston, 
and Rey. Charles C. Shackford, Rev. J. R. Johnson, 
Rev. S. Putnam, and James N. Buffum, of Lynn, 
after which the following resolutions, presented by 
Charles C. Shackford, were unanimously adopted as 
the sentiment of the meeting, and copies thereof di- 
rected to be offered to the ‘ Bay State,’ of Lynn, the 
‘Commonwealth,’ and ‘Liberator,’ of Boston, for 
publication :— 

Resolved, That it is with feelings of the deepest 
humiliation that we have witnessed the prostration 
of our poor Commonwealth beneath the foot of the 
Slave Power, and feel that her soil, consecrated of 
old by the blood of patriots and martyrs to freedom, 
is now desecrated by the footstep of the slave-catch- 
er, who can trample down in the dust justice, hu- 
manity, and human rights. 

Resolved, That it is now evident that a man has 
no protection from the laws of this State, when his 
rights are brought into collision with the demands of 
the slave-catcher. 

Resolyed, That this disgrace is the disgrace of each 
citizen. 

Resolved, That slave-catching on the coast of Mas- 
sachusetts is equally as sinful and piratical as slave- 
catching on the coast of Africa. 

Resolved, That any State or National officer who 
consents to act in this piratical work of slave-catch- 
ing, thereby renders himself inf: , and c: t but 
be regarded with pity and loathing by every honest 
man. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the friends of human 
rights are due to the Hon. Robert Rantoul, Jr., C. G. 
Loring, S. E. Sewall, and Charles Sumner, Esqs., and 
to the glorious Vigilance Committee of Boston, for 
the able and faithful manner in which they have 
contended for the liberty of Thomas Sims. 

Resolved, That as the Constitution of our Com- 
monwealth gives to every citizen the right of trial by 
jury, and the right of habeas corpus, where his per- 
sonal liberty is concerned, it is the duty of our Le- 
gislature at once to see that our rights are not pros- 
trated for ever by the tyranny of the General Goy- 
ernment. 

Resolved, That we are glad, for the prosperity of 
the good cause in which we are engaged, that no vi- 
olence has been used in opposition to the organized 
mob under the form of law, whose whole reliance has 
necessarily been in the weapons of force; and that 
we here pledge ourselves to renewed action and con- 
stant zeal, knowing that unceasing vigilance is the 
price of liberty. 

Resolved, That our cause is the cause of God and 
Humanity, and must prevail. 








te Rev. A. D. Wheeler, who was injured while in 
the cars, has recovered the sum of $2,400 from the 
th 


Company, 


fs A colored woman who was a witness before 
Court of Common Pleas at Greenfield Jost ake 
supposed to be one hundred and fifteen years of age. 
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Jury, held the following opinion in regard 
gi ive Slave Law:—The act of 1848 supplementary 
to that of 1793, gives no new power to ma es, 
or to the agent or attorney of the owner of the slave. 
The fm Seige 2 powers it confers are those to 
the Marshal, enabling him to execute the law. The 
law of 1793 empowered the Judges of the United 
States Coarts and State Magistrates to do just what 
the act of 1848 authorizes the Judges of U. S. Court 
and Commissioners appointed by the Court to do; 
it merely changes, in the latter respect, the officers 
authorized to enforce the law by substituting Com- 
missioners for State Magistrates. This alteration 
in the law was necessary, as several of the States 
passed enactments prohibiting their Magistrates from 
acting onthe law, In regard to the writ of Habeas 
Corpus, although the State magistrates have a right 
to issue it, yet the return that the case is before the 
U. 8S. Court or Commissioner will be a full answer 
to it. The Marshal having the custody of the al- 
leged fugitive is bound to retain him in his posses- 
sion. Were not this the case, special laws might 
be passed in the States to defeat the Jaw of Con- 
gress. The Habeas Corpus is in full force as re- 
gards the U.S. Courts. The Judge considered that 
the perpetuity of the Union depends upon the good 
faith with which this law is carried into effect. Any 
attempt to oppose the law, or hinder or obstruct the 
officers in its execution, the Judge states, subjects 
the parties to severe criminal punishment, besides a 
civil action for damages. 

t= Commenting on the pro-slavery Charge of 
Judge Nelson, the N. Y. Evening Post says— 


So far as we can learn, the general opinion con- 
demns the conduct of Judge Nelson, on which we 
took occasion to animadvert the other day. The bar 
is unanimous that it was wrong in him to prejudge 
the question of the constitutionality of the fugitive 
slave law in any manner; and that to seize upon 
such an opportuuity as the making ofa charge to the 
Grand Jury in which the question of its validity was 
no proper topic of disquisition, to make a formal ar- 
gument in its favor, was a most unseemly proceed- 


ing. 
Not a little remarkable is the circumstance, that 
no attempt is made in the journals to apologise for 
this indecency. Even those who agree with the 
views laid down in the charge, venture upon no re- 
ply to the censure bestowed upon the Judge for es- 
pousing one side of the question, before his opinion 
was required in the due course of legal proceedings, 
and before he had heard what arguments could be 
adduced on theother. Thebehavior of Judge Nel- 
son seems to be, by pretty universal consent, aban- 
doned to the disapprobation it so well deserves. 





SLAVERY IN LIBERIA. 
The following extraordinary statement is made in 
a work recently published in England, entitled ‘ Da- 
homey,’ by Lieut. Forbes, R. N. Can it be true? 


‘The Liberian people are doubtless held up as an 
example of the general state of the African, but I 
prefer not instancing that state further than to prove 
I have not overlooked it. For in Liberia there is as 
much, if not more, domestic slavery—that is, the 
buying and selling of God’s image—as in the parent 
States of America, over which flaunts the flag of 
Liberty (?) It is difficult to see the necessity or the 
justice of the negro who escapes from slavery on the 
one side, crossing the Atlantic to enslave his sable 
prototype on the other ; yet such isthe case; and so 
long as it lasts, notwithstanding the attractive re- 
ports that emanate from this new republic, it cannot 
be held as an example of future good, but if possible 
should be remodelled, even at the expense of inter- 
nal revolution, or even of total annihilation. I doubt 
if many benevolent Christians are aware, that the 
Model Republic is in reality a new name and form 
for slavery in enslaved Africa, and until the system 
be altered, utterly undeserving of the high support 
and liberal charity it receives from the benevolence 
of Englishmen. 

The system of domestic slavery is by no means 
confined to the Liberian portion of civilized Africa.— 
Pawns (as the fashion terms slaves on the Gold Coast) 
are received and held by Englishmen indirectly, and 
are to all intents and purposes their slaves. The 
plan adopted is this. The merchant takes to him- 
self a femme du pays, and she manages his establish- 
ment. Nor does he enquire how she hires his ser- 
vants. Her mode is toaccept pawns, i. e., purchase 
slaves, by receiving man, woman and child, in liqui- 
dation of debt; in other words, selling goods to na- 
tive merchants, who for convenience Jeave slaves in 
payment. ‘These pawns are as directly slaves to 
their masters as any slaves in the United States, but 
cannot be sold out of the country. I myself am 
aware of onc femme du pays of a British merchant 
being the owner of forty pawns, who perform the 
household and other services of the master, and are, 
except in name, his slaves. His money purchased 
them, and they ubey his commands on pain of cor- 
pora! punishment, and draw him to and fro in his 
carriage when taking exercise. How far is this re- 
moved from actual slavery ?’ 











Feels Bad.—The pious Traveller feels bad at the 
prospect of the passage of the bill exempting the 
people of this State, as far as possible, from the 
guilt of slave-catching. It says:— 

‘The passage of such a law as this, by the Legisla- 
ture of Massachusetts, would place this ancient Com- 
monwealth on a par with South Carolina; it would 
make her the tail of that monster of which South 
Carolina is the head—Nullification.’ 


If the Traveller editor is anxious to engage in slave- 
catching, perhaps he can get appointed Deputy U. S. 
Marshal. The bill does not interfere with that class. 


Purchase and Release of Fugitives.—The fugitives 
recently carried to Brownsville, Pa., have both been 
set at liberty, one having been purchased for $300 
and the other for $700. The latter paid for himself, 
and the money for the former was raised by citizens of 
that place. 


[e# The New York Globe, the only Democratic 
paper in that city, has died for want of support. The 
Herald says, $23,000 have been sunk on it in eighteen 
months. It was furiously pro-slavery. 


Middle Verse of the Old Testament.—‘ Because I de- 
livered the that cried, and the fatherless, and him 
that had none to help him.’ 


Valuation of Massachusetis.—The entire property of 
the Commonwealth, in 1830, was $208,360,407, and 
the population 610,014. In 1840, the valuation was 
$299,878,330. In 1850, the entire valuation was 
$597,936,995, 


te It is estimated that there have been built in 
the United States, from the year 1524 to the year 
1848, 2310 steamboats. The present rate of steam- 
boat building is about 200 per annum. 


te A lady residing at Strabane has sent to the 
London Exhibition a knitted linen lace scarf, con- 
taining 12 1-2 miles of thread, and 3,475,000 stitches. 
It is 9 feet 10 inches in length, and 3 feet wide; and 
it is only 5 3-8 ounces in weight, 


Congresstonal Election.—Ali the towns in the Sec- 
ond District, except Lynnfield, give Mr. Upham 4214, 
Rantoul 3124, Sewall 1772. All others, 269. 


Marriage of Prof. Webster's hter.—Miss Harri- 
et Ww. (daughter of the late Professor Webster) was 
married at Cambridge, Mass., on the 2d inst., to Mr. 
8. W. Dabney, of Fayal, the brother of her elder sis- 
ter’s husband. When her father was convicted of the 
murder of Dr. Parkman, this young lady, who had 
for some time been betrothed to Mr. D., absolved 
him from his engagement, which, however, with a 
manliness that did him honor, he would not accept. 
They, with Mrs. Webster, are about making a visit 
to Fayal. 


Ample Bail.—Messrs. John H. Pearson, William C. 
Fay, John H. Twasey, and Henry Howland, were the 
tlemen who became bailfor Messrs. Bacon and De 
yon, who were arrested a few days since on the 
charge of conspiracy to kidnap Thomas Sims. Sev- 
eral other well known gentlemen offered to sign the 
bail bond, but the four named were considered amply 
good for the $5000, the required amount of bail.— 
Journal, [Infamous abettors !] 


| Poor Vermont! What will she do? Virginia 
has voted not to send the Executive of that State a 


copy of certain resolutions which she has seen fit to 


adopt. Cause why—the Green Mountain Boys have 
ae aversion te-6 ing, and have to say 
so without asking any body’s leave. 


—There are, at the present 
denominations, who 








She is as smart as 8 young lady of seventy. 


Clergymen in Boston. 
| time, 103 clergymen, of different 


live in the city of Boston, 
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THE 
RUSSIA SALVE 
VEGETABLE OINT 
INTRODUCED IN 1806, 
TWENY-FIVE YEARS EXpp 


HAg ESTABLISHED THE 


RIENCE 


RUSSIA SALVE 
AS THE 
VERY BEST REMEDy 
— FOR— 
CUTS, 
BURNS, 


SCALDS, 
CHILBLAINS, 
FLESU WOUNDS, 
CHAPPED HANps 
BOILS, FELONS, SORES 
INJURY BY SPLINTERS 
FROST-BITTEN PARTS OF TH 
SORE EYES, OLD sorps 
PIERS be 


TWENTY-FIVE CENTS PER pox, 
THE POOR MAN's FRIEND 


r DWARD YOUNG, cabinet-maker, 58 Carver 
4 In the year 1842, was injured by a plank ling 
on my leg; it caused the leg to swell and be a 
flamed, and caused the most awful ulcers ~ 
that defied the skill and treatment of the bes borg 
cians of Quebec, the place of my residence * pay. 
time. Dr. Douglas, one of the most 
of Quebec, assured me there was litt 
so 
came to Boston; my limbs were now 

ed. I applied to Dr. Phelps: he tried Aap 
without any success, and I was then induced t¢ 
upon Dr. Warren, who gave me some relief; but af. 
ter some time, I grew quite disheartened, my limbe 
were almost a mass of sores from my knees hese 
my ankles, searcely allowing me to sleep or rest rs 
or night. I had read a good deal about Russia Slave 
but having used so many advertised plasters and 
salves, and tried so many things, that I felt little in 
terest in the Russia Salve ; although repeatedly advis 
ed by my friends to try it, I was too skeptical to dow, 
At length, aman brought me a box of Russis Salve 
which I applied to my limbs, as the directions im. 


plied. I really began to feel a sensation of pevuliar 
pleasantness about my raging sores. I went dove to 
Redding & Co's, 8 State street, and bought two ‘ws 
I have used, in all, nearly four boxes of this great 
Salve. My limbs are now, with the exception of the 
scars, as perfect as ever they wore. The ulcers have 
healed up, the sores have nearly all disappeared, and 
I hesitate not to say, that by the time I have used the 
fourth box of the Russia Salve, I shall be cured, | 
consider my case one of the severest tests the Salye 
could possibly encounter. 

I would add, that having the Salve in my house, and 
amember of my family suffering very much from 
Piles, I recommended the use of the Russia Salve, 
which cured them with great ease, and in a very brief 
space of time. : 

Yours, very respectfully, 
EDWARD YOUNG, 
58 Carver street, Boston, 
To Messrs. Redding & Co., 8 State st., Boston. 
Wholesale Retail Agents for the United States, 
REDDING & CO., 8 State st., Boston, 


This Salve is put up in neat stamped metal boxes, 
with an engraved label illustrated with the above cut, 
without which none are genuine 
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For the Cure of 
COUGHS, COLDS, 
HOARSENESS, BRONCHITIS, 
WHOOPING-COUGEH, CROUP, 
ASTHMA «wi CONSUMPTION. 


6 ee truly valuable remedy for all discases of the 
Lungs and Throat has become the chief reliance 
of the afflicted, as it is the most certain cure known 
for the above complaints, While it is a most pow 
erful remedial agent in the most desperate andalm t 
hopeless cases of Consumption, it is also, in dimins- 
ed doses, one of the mildest and most agreeable 
family medicines for common coughs and colds. Read 
below the opinion of men who are known to 
world; and the world respect their opinions. 
FROM PROF. HITCHCOCK.} 
James C. Ayres: Sir—I have used your ‘Chery 
Pectoral’ in my own case of deep-seated Bronchitis 
and am satisfied from its chemical constitution thet! 
is an admirable compound for the relief of lary! 
difficulties. If my opinion as to its superior ¢ ; 
ter can be of any service, you are at liberty to use } 


as you think proper. ‘ 
. EDWARD HITCHCOCK, LL. D 
President of Amherst Collegt. 


the 







From the ‘LONDON LANCET: 
‘AYVER’S CHERRY PECTORAL is one © 


most valuable preparations that has fallen us 
notice. After a careful cxamination, we do n° on 
itate to say we have a large appreciation of its = 
and the fullest confidence in its usefulness for coug® 


and lung complaints.’ 


f +) 
{ the 


wi is 
Dr. Brewster, of Windham county, Conn., st 
us the following testimony :— a 
Dear Sir—I have enclosed 3 


hiy 


Dr. J. C. Ayer : ; ict! 
acertificate from Mrs. Catharine A. Coty Cait, 
respectable lady of this village, wife of Mr. Seth Vt 
Deputy Sheriff, Windham county, 
cure in her case was very prompt, 


general attention. W. A. BREWSTER, ¥ D. 


DIRECT EVIDENCE. — 
Dr. J. C. Ayer, Lowell: Dear Sir—Feeling 
obligations to you for the restoration of =" st 
send you a report of my case, which yous 


° . . ors, Last aur 
erty to publish for the benefit of others a 
tumn, 


took a bad cold, “xecompanied y Aabes be 
cough, and made use of many medicines ee rol 
taining relief. I was obliged to give up» » at night 
quently raised blood, and could get no or Pectoral 
A friend gave me a bottle of your ( post pao 
the use of which I immediately commence the & 
ing to directions. I have just —— well 
bottle, and am nearly recovered. 1 DOW yout vr 
my cough has ceased, and all by the use . M, 
uable medicine. E. 8. STONE, - Pent 
Principal of Mt. Hope Sema 


ist and Postmaster, 


Connecticut. 
and has attracted 


Chie- 
From Dr. Bryant, Drugg 
opee Falls, Mass :— os. 108 
West Kuuery, Conn, “ * os <4 

This may certify, that I was Serre 
severe cough in the wintcr of "47-45, had tried many 
ened to terminate in consumption. I ha cof Ayer 
medicines in vain, and was cured by the ui CADY- 

Cherry Pectoral.’ GATHERINE K. t 


Prepared b J. C. AYER, Chemist, 
and sold by all Druggists and Dealers 2 
throughout the country. 

Dec. 20. ial 


JOHN CURTIS & 00» 
TAILORS, 


No. 6 Ann Srreet, (THREE poor 77:3. Alm 
and VESTINGS- ost 


( pape CASSIMERES : ody 
a general supply of Fashionable and Re 
cLO G. 


HN CURTIS. 
EO. P. ATKINS. 


Lowell, Mass. 


tMar.27 





FROM v 10%) 


April 11. tf. 
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